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ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [6.17]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn tili
Tuesday next,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.18 p.m.

egislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 10th Awgust, 1938,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (3)—EDUCATION.
Schools, Fast Perth and Merredin.

Mr. BOYLE asked the Minister for Edu-
cation: 1, What is the cost, to date, of the
new Girls' SBtate School at East Perth for—
{a) land; (b) buildings; (¢) tennis courts
and playing fields; (d) furniture; (e} main-
tenance of building sinee ercction? What
is the average numhber of childven attend-
ing? 2, W]nt is the eost, to dale, of the
State School at Merredin for—(a) land;
(b} buildings; (¢) tennis courts and playing
fields; {d) furniture. (e) maintenance of

" buildings for the two-year period ended 30th
June, 19377 What is the average number of
children attending?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Education) replied: 1, Cost,
to date, of the new Girls’ State School
at FHEast Perth:—{(a) Land and (b)
buildings, £73,607; (e¢) tennis courts and
playing fields, £76; (d) fuarniture, £4,816;
{c¢) cost of maintenance of building sinee
erection, £11 7s. Average number of
children attending, 669. 2, Cost, to date, of
the State School at Merredin:—(a) Land
and (b) huildings, £3,829; (¢) tennis courts
and playing fields, nil—privately eon-
structed; (d) furniture, £290; (e) cost of
maintenance of buildings for the two years”
period ending 30th June, 1937, £105 12s.
Average number of children attending, 252.

Scholarships not availed of.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, Were all the secondary school
scholarships offered at the end of 1937
awarded, and were they all taken advantage
of hy the winners? 2, If any were not so
availed of, what was the reason? 3, As re-
gards the ten reserved for eountry children,
were any winners prevented from taking ad-
vantage of them? 4, If so, how many, and
to whom were they awarded?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for
the Minister for Edueation) replied: 1,
All were offered, one was declined, and
re-awarded to the next best candidate-
2, The parents declining as above did so be-
cause they wished to send their child to a
college which is not rvegistered as one at
whieh secondary sehool scholarships are ten-
able. 3, Eleven went to country children,
and all were aecepted. 4, Answered by
No. 3.

New Schools erceted, cost.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Edueation: What new school haildings were
erceted daring the years ended 30th June,
1936, 1937, 1938, and what was the cost of
each building?

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS (for
the Minister for Education) replied: A
statement sctting oot the information wre-
quested will be laid on the Table of the
House.

QUESTION—BETTING.
Police action on racecourses.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister
for Justice: Is it intended to issue instrue-
tions to the Commissioner of Police to take
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immediate action to prosecute hookmakers
operating on racecourses in the metropolitan
area in the same way as bookmakers found
operating in shops are punished?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
No.

QUESTION—NATIONAL INSURANCE
ACT.

Relief Workers and Men on Sustenance.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER, asked the Pre-
micr: 1, What, if any, arrangement has been
made to seenre to the relief worker the bene-
fits of the National Insurance Aet? Further,
what arrangements, if any, have been made
for payments on behalf of these men during
their stand-down periods? 2, What arrange-
ments have been made to include the susten-
ance men in the above Act? Further, whai
arrangements, if any, will be made for pay-
ment of contributions to the insurance fund
on behalf of sustenance men who ave unahle
to make payments themselves?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, The
Act referred to has been passed by the
Commonwealth Parliament. Its application
fo the emplovees of the State is being
examined in its many different phases.

QUESTION—SALES BY AUCTION ACT.
' Application to TWool.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Has the Government decided to
extend the operation of the Sales by Aue-
tion Aet, 1937, to inelude wool as provided
by Section 7 of the Aet? 2, If nof, will
consideration be given to such extension in
the near future either—(a) by proclaiming
the extension to wool in Western Australia
alone, or {b} by approaching the other States
of the Commonwealth to pass similar legis-
lation where none exists, or to hring info
operation alrendy-existing legislation wilh a
view to ifs general application? 3, Tf {he
answers to paragraphs (a) and (b) of Ques-
tion 2 are in the negative, will he inform the
House of the reasons giving rize [o sueh
answers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the

Minister for Agriculture) replied: I, No.-

2, Consideration will be given to the matters
mentioned. 3, Answered hy No. 2.

QUESTION—SEWERAGE.
West Subiaco Treabment Works.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Water Supplies: 1, Has le reccived any
complaints of an offensive sme!l attributed
fo the West Subiaco sewerage treatment
works? 2, Are these works functioning
satisfactorily ¢

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES replied: 1, Complaints have been re-
ceived, and the source is the subject of in-
vestigation. 2, Yes,

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION,

On motion by the Premier, Sessional Com-
mittees were appointed as follows:—

Library,—Mr. Speaker, Miss Holman,
and Mr, Patrick.

Standing  Orders.—Mr.  Speaker, the
Chairman of Commitices, Mr. Doney, Mr.
Withers, and Mr. North.

House.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lambert, Mr.
MeLarty, Mr. Stubbs, and Mr. Wilson.

Printing—Mr. Speaker, Mvr. Sampson,
and Alr. Styants.

NEWSPAFPERS IN THE CHAMBER.

MR, SPEAEKER [438]: Before the
Ozrders of the Dav are proceeded with, T
wish to mention a small weakness which has
crept in of members bringing newspapers
into the Chamber for the purpose of reading
them. T iesive to appeal to hon. members
to assist me in maintaining the usnal prae-
tice with regard to newspapers.

QUESTIONS, AND MOTIONS FOR
RETURNS.

MER. SPEAKER [4.39]: There is one
othar matter I wish to mention. I am afraid
a praetice is growing up of using questions
as a means of obtaining returns. The prae-
tice can heeome a grave danger, in the sense
that in the case of questions Ministers have
not the opportunity of stating any objec-
tion there may be to furnishing a return,
say on aecount of the cost of preparing it.
If the matter is raised by notice of motion,
a Minister is often able so to modify the de-
gsire of the member reguiring information
in the natare of a return as to supply the
hon. member more economically with in-
formation which will be just as useful to
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him. To-day a Minister stated that the reply
t0 a question took the form of a veturn.
That ineident drew my attention to the fact
that we are getting a little bit loose in that
respect, and I hope hon. members will assist
me to maintain  the practice of asking
questions only on such matters as can reason-
ably be the subject of questions. Where in-
formation in the nature of a return is de-
sired. notiee of motion shouid be given.

CHAIRMEN (TEMPORARY) OF
COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to announce
that I lhave appointed Mr, Withers, Mr.
Hegney and Mr, Sampsen to be temporary
Chairmen of Committees for the session.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION,
My, Wilson and a newspaper report.

MR. WILSON (Collie) [4.41]: T wish to
make a personal explanafion. In the “West
Australian” of this morning I am reported
to have said, by way of interjection to Mr.
Latham, the Leader of the Opposition, that
“the President of the Arbitration Court
advized the men to take this course” T de-
sire to state that my reference was to the
appointment of an industrial reference board
by the Court of Arbitration, and not to the
appuintment of a Commissioner.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
F. C. L Smith—Brown Hill-Tvanhoe)
(442]: I should like to ask you, M.
Speaker, whether the notices of motion
appearing on the mofice paper are to be
dealt witlh at this stage or whether the
Orders of the Day will be taken first,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Standing Orders
direct that only formal motions may be
proceeded with before the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.

Debate resumed from the previons day.

THE PREMIER (Yon. J. (. Willeock—
tieraldton) [4.43]: T desire at the ontset
to congratulate the new membevs that are

with us in the House to-dayv, namely My,
Leahy and Mr. Willmott. T know that
they have come here with the best of in-
tentions, and that they want to de the
utmost they ean in the interests of the
State, and all I ean wish them during their
sojonrn in the House is that they may have
a snceessful term as representatives of
their respective c¢onstitnencies. The usual
procedure in Parliament after the opening
is that opportunity is taken by the Leader
of the Opposition, by means of the Address-
in-reply debate, to eriticise the Government
for what he, or his party, thinks have been
mistakes either of omission or commission
made by the Government during the reeess.
The eriticism we heard last night was not
of a very serious nature, and T do not think
I shall have any great difficulty in replying
satisfactorily fo the main points of the
hon. member’s speech, which was delivered
in his usual temperate manuner., Tt seems
that the TLeader of the Oppesition was
rather disappointed that the Government
had done so well, and that he had there-
fore so little serious eriticisin to offer, T
regret, however, that the T.eader of the
Opposition painted a very doleful picture
of the State and of its future prospeets
The State has made mueh progress even un-
der adverse conditions, in ecomparison with
the other States of the Commonwealth. T do
not want to dwell on ony diffienlties, except
to say that, from the elimatic standpoint,
the State has not heen very fortunate dor-
ing the last few years. Drought conditions
have affected a large portion of the State,
partienlarly the outer agricultural areas and
the pastoral districts. Another factor that
has helped to hinder development to some
extent—and this has been a rather serions
difficulty—has been the sieadily diminish-
ing amount of Loan Funds available to the
(iovernment, and not only te this Ciovern-
ment bont to the Governments of the other
States of Anustralia. Not that we have
any eomplaint on the seove that this Siate
has had its Loan Funds reduced in greater
ratio than any other State. As a matter
of faet, I think this State has reecived, as
a resnlt of representations made at the
various Loan Council meetingz, a little
more consideration than have the other
States, and we have received a greater
ratio of the loan money available than they.
The faet remains, however, that there is
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a distinet diminution of the Loan Funds
nade available through the lLoan Couneil
to the State Governments, and that, of
course, means that muech less developmen-
tal work can be undertaken. If we com-
pare the present position with that which
obtained eight or ten years ago, we will
find that the State this yenr will
have approximately only one-third of
the loan money that was available in
the wyears prior to 1930. Notwithstand-
ing that we have had those conditions
io contend with, we have been able to con-
tribute to the progress of the State and
have provided increased employment for
our people. In spite of the pessimism of
the Leader of the Opposition, or rather his
lack of optimism, the fact remains that the
national ineome is inereasing, and has been
in¢reasing at a greater ratio- than the in-
crease in population. That is not a very
doleful situnation.

Hon. €. G, Latham: I said it could not
be continued this year with the low prices
offering for the commodities that we export.

The PRFMIER: I am pointing out what
has oceurred during the last few years, and
anything that T have to say concerns the
administrafion of the Government since it
took office in 1933. The national income is
increasing and it is inereasing at a greater
rate than is the population. The savings
of the people have increased. The Savines
Bank returns show that there has been a
comparatively greater amount of money
put inte the Savings Bank, and both the
agegregate amount and the amount to the
credit of each depositor are inereasing, The
bank cleaving honse returns of the cheque-
paying banks published weekly in the Press
also reveal a considerable improvement, in-
lieafing that a greater volume of business
has been done in the conmereial fields of the
State. The gold mining industry is on a
solid basis with an inerease in production
that is continuing steadily. So in cvery
divection, except where ¢limatic conditions
have heen adverse, the Siate has made
sound and solid progress. 1t is impossible
for one who studies the conditions, and
makes a enmparison of the position of the
State fto-daxy  with that which existed
four or five years ago, to take a very
doleful view of the luture of the State.
The production of butfer, timber, fai lamhs
and other commodities is increasing.  Our
industries are hecoming more  diversified,

aned this is ull to the advantage of the
prople of the State. The huilding trade has
been brisk, and this is an indication of the
confidence of investors in the future of
the Btate, The leader of the Opposition
said that he wounld hke to he optimistie, but
vould nol. There is every reason for looking
ahead with eonfidenee, and I cannot agree
with the viewpoint expressed by the Leader
of the Opposition durving his remarks last
evening. [t does haym to a State when a
responsible politieal leader, for any reason
at all, paints a doleful picture which is not
warranted by the faets. I would not hide
ihe truth of any situation which may face
ug; ‘but, when evervthing points to sold,
steady and sure progress, no good can e
served by saying we must look ahead with
serious misgiving.

Hon. C. G, Latham: That may he a habit
of leaders of Oppositions. T quoted what
Mr. Curtin said.

The PREMIER: That may be so. low-
ever, as I say, T think the habit is not a
aood one, heeause people ave apl to aceept
what o responsible person, like the Leoader
of the Opposition, may say. People wou'ld
take his utterances mineh more seriously (han
perhaps he might have intended they should.

Mon. C. (. Latham: Mr. Curtin was quite
serions.

The PREMIER : Perhaps he had oceasion
to he. However, T have shown the progress
the State has made during the past four
or five vears and that progress should cause
us to take an optimistic view of the future.

Flon. C. ¢ Tatham: Only time will prove
that.

The PREMIER: T am prepared to oxense
my Triend. beeanse I am afraid his very
elose assoviation with the agricultural indus-
iry has rather warped his judgment. [T
admit that that industry is not in an extra-
ordinarily huovant pesition. Droughts have
seriously affected ity bub last year our li-
matie conditions were muech heiter and I
think wheat production was G0 per cent.
grealer last vear than it was in the previous
year,

Mr. Doney: Why should all that warp
a man's judgment?

The PREMIER: The view expressed by
the TLeader of the Opposition in rve-
gard fo the futurc of the State was some-
what warped heeanse of his elose assaciation
with an industry that has not heen enjoying
a great amount of prosperity.



[10 Avcust, 1938.] i

Mr, Doney: That should unet warp his
Judgment.

The PREMIER: If one is assoeiated with
a particular industey whieh has fallen on
evil fimes, his outlook on life generally is
apt to beeome changed. The industry with
which the Leader of the Opposition is asso.
eiated is very important from his own stand-
point, and when he knows that it is not pro-
gressing in the manner in which he and
everyone clse would like to see it progress,
he is likely to hecome pessimistic.

JMr. Doney: The Leader of the Opposition
has many other inferests to keep his mind
broad.

The PREMIER: I am merely excusing
him. I do not think he was warranted in
making the statement T have referred to.
I am aware he has a broad outlook. The
increased wheat produnetion to which I have
referred will have a benefieinl effect upon
the national income, and I hope the vield
wil £e at Jeast an average one. The national
income will not he affected to any greaf ex-
ient even if the prices are somewhat low,
The Leader of the Opposition may have
some cause for his pessimistic outlook, he-
ceause during the last month or two 1he
prices of the ecommodity aboni which he was
speaking have heen falling.

Hon. C. (. Latham: There is the diffienliy
of getting a market..

The PREMIER: I qnite agree with the
hen. member, I am well aware of the effect
of low prices upon primary producers and
upon the prosperity of the State. T have
repeatedly said that there ean be no real
prosperity when the prices of onr primary
produets are unremunerative. Fortunately,
our industries are morve diversified than when

practicallv. our main economy was being
built np on the production of wheat.
The Leader of the Opposition  complained

ahout what he termed the Government’s lack
of polieyv. Our poliey is very simply ex-
pressed in the Lient.-Governer's Speech, T
would draw the attention of the House to
the following paragraph in the Speech:—
n  recognition of the faet that the
prosperity of the State is dependent on the
stimulation of industry, both primary and
secondary, wmy  Government has  rendered
financial assistance to projects which will
beneficinlly  affect the development of the
State. )

That is the Government’s poliey, to stimulate
industry and to stimulate production, so that
everybody may share in the heeefils to ie

derived from industry and produetion. We
can cater effectively for our own require-
ments; and, having done that, we have a fair
measure of produets availahle for export to
other ecountries of the world. If industry is
stimulated, and if we can produce a large
portion of the commoditiex we require, and
ean maintain an exportable surpluz, there
will be remunerative work for the people
and our living conditions will improve. That
is what the Government haz done and will
vontinne to do. That is, precisely and ern-
cisely, the poliey of the Government to-day.
[ndustrial and soeial eonditions, whether re-
lating to health, education or assistanee to
those in adversity, the raising of the standard
of living, honsing, recreation and comfort,
all ave dependent on the national income, to
which the Government is giving much atlen-
tion, so that it might be inereazed.

My, Marvshall: Can you
nafional inrome is based on?

The PREMTER: Oun production and ser-
vices rendlered to the people.

Mr., Mavshall: We should have full and
plenty of everything on that basis.

The PREMIER: If we confinue to em-
plov our people in the production of com-
moditics that we can profitably export, we
shall he bhetter off as the vears zo by. The
Bnrean of Industry and Eeonomic Research
which the Government proposes to establish
will be no part-tine concern. Every en-
deavour will be made to seeure the services
of a permanent officer, with the right cut-
look and outstanding (ualifications for the
post of director. The work of the bLurean
will not he entrusted to an honorary com-
mittee,  Notwithstanding the remarks of
the T.cader of the Opposition regarding
secondary industries, the figures I will quote
will show the improvement thai has taken
place in employment in these industries dur-
ing the past four or five years. The figures
relate to the activities other than mining,
which engage four or more hands and/or
cmplay motive power:—

say what the

No. of No. of
Men, Establishments,
1925-1024 20913 1,469
1932.1933 14,510 1,499
1933-1934 16,154 1,606
1924-1935 17,769 1,658
1935.1934 20,972 1,046
19361937 22,712 2032
Thus in 1936-37 we left well hehind the

firnres of the peak period of 1928-29, and
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we find by the latest return that there were
over 22,000 engaged in secondary indus-
tries and that there were 2,032 sepmrate
establishments as against 1,469 in the hoom
or prosperous period to which members like
to refer, or look back upon. Each of thesc
years shows a sfeady but solid inerease, and
progressively cach year we have been em-
ploying peopie at the rate of an extra thou-
sand or more in the secondary industries of
the State. Some people would naturally iike
greater progress to be made, but it eannot
be denied that there has been a sure and
eertain advance in regard to the varvious as-
peets of our industriat life, The Government
policy of rendering assistance to industry
covers a very wide field, and despite what
the Leader of the Opposition has said, we
have done a vast amount for both the agri-
cnltural and mining industries. I may be
permitted to quote what has been done with
regard to the mining industry. The Leader
of the Opposition was inclined to waive
aside the various aspects of Gevernmental
aetivity, and tell the House that the price of
gold was responsible for the progress that
has been made. Even with the enhaneed
price of gold, if the Government had not
been anxious to render assistanee and stimu-
late industries in the way that has been done,
the progress that has resulted would not
have been made, Let me give members some
particulars of what has heen done for
the mining industry—T will deal with the
other matters later. I have here a state-
ment of cxpenditure on major works in
conneetion with primary production for the
five vears ended the 30th June, 1938—

Crullfields Water Supply,

Main vonduit renovations 1,001,915
Branch mains renovations .. 32,765
Enlargements of mines main 13,502
Extension to Norsemsn 172,531
Extension to Ora Banda 23,484
Bollfineh new main . .. 17,781
Marvel Loeh Txtenston—impreve-

ments .. 40,425
din. main to Yellowdine G314
Additions to reservoirs and summit

tanks 20,580

Total .. £1.320.305
Tt will be seen that the Government has
spent considerably over a million pounds in
providing water for the goldfields so that the
industry and the people may prosper. With-
out this expenditure the inereased produc-

tionr that has followed eould not have takeu
place. Tn the one item alone—the provision
of water supplies—we have spent over a mil-
lion to great advantage. The Leader of the
Opposition attributes the progress to the in-
creased price of gold, but how could the
goldfields have prospered even with that in-
creased price, if the assistance to whieli [
have referred had not been rendered? On
the subject of hydranlic undertakings, I ean
quole additional interesting figures—

£
Barbalin  Link  with Goldfields
Water Supply .. .. 63,420
Collic Water Bupplv——Muugallup
scheme . .. .. 55,694
Gernldton Water Supply—relaxing
yravitation main . . 46,415
Goraldton Water Supplyv—roofing
Wicherina and service reservoirs +5,487
Drainage and irrigation works 1,058,543
Total .. £1,271,549

Next with regard to the bulk handling
of wheat, we have provided facilities
at Bunbury at a cost of £63,798, mak-

ing a grand total expenditnre under
the three headings of £2,664,752. Every-
one will agree that bulk handling

has assisted the agrieultural industry to some
extent. At any rvate, bulk handling has
always been championed as an economieal
factor from the marketing point of view.
But to return to the goldmining industry—
which members helieve te be the only in-
dustry that matters, that is, aceording to the
Teadegr of the Opposition—the Government
constructed a railway line te Big Bell at o
cost of £52,000, Of eowrse the Government
could have said to the company concerned,
“The price of gold is all right, go on and
work vour mine; there is no need for the
railwax.”

AMr, Marshall: Quite a number of people
were seeptical about the success of the min-
ing aperations at Big Bell when yen hoil
the railway.

The PREMIER: The Government’s desire
was to render every possible assistance to
a company that bad invested so much money
in that particular distriet, and it was also
desired to increase the national ineome so
that all would share fo some extent in
the prosperity that might follow. Thus we
committed the State to the expenditure of
£52,000 on that railway. Now we have in
that eentre n gold mine that is well estab-
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lished—1 do not know the delails of its pro-
duction—and we know that the expenditure
incurred was guite justified. I understand
that the company in question does not in-
tend to confine its operations fo that one par-
ticular mipne; it has extended its aetivities
to other distriets and is still on the leokout
for payable propositions clsewhere.

Mr. Marshall: It is the only bona fde
eompany operating in the State inasmuch
as it does not parade its shares on the Stock
Exchange.

My, SPEAKER : If the hon, member in-
terjecting desives to make o speech he must
rise in his plaee, otherwise he is out of
order.

The PREMIER: With vegard to geologi-
cal and geophysieal surveys, the Govern-
ment has spent £42,500 in the last four or
five years, and aectivities have in consequence
heen increased, particulatly in the Pilbara,
Kimberley and West Kimberley distrieis.
Everyone realises the importanec of the
work that has been done in this direetion.
A feature of the work that has been earvied
out is that people have diverted their enter-
prise towards eentres where they have the
opportunity at least of being more suecess-
ful. This has resulted in the prevention of
money heing wasted in places where investi-
gations showed there was no chanee of sne-
cess.

Hon. €. G. Latham: What about the pros-
peets of finding oil in the Kimberleys?

The PREMIER : We are rendering assist-
ance to enable the Freney Oil Company to
determine the site of a hore in a locality
where it is expeeted there will he a reason-
able prospeet of success. The Government
has agreed to advance the Freney Oil Com-
pany an amount of £20,000, and the Com-
monwealth is also providing a similar sum
an the understanding that the company will
also find a like amount. The mouney avail-
ahle will then enable the company to put
down a hore en a site selected by Dr. Wade.
Awgain, assistance has been rendered to Tin-
dal’s  Goldmining Company, the Govern-
ment having guaranteed the sum of £30,000
on the understanding that the company will
riise a similar amoant, and the total will
be devoted to the erection of a plant on the
property which will treat 5,000 {ons of ore
per month, and will be the means of even-
tually employing a eouple of hundred men.
The prospecting scheme has been responz-
ible for an average number of 500 men per

month being at work, and for the produe-
tion of a considerable quantity of gold, and
the opening up of many new finds. The
Government helieved that there was an op-
portunity for the successful exploitation of
mining fields which had not heen prospected
thoroughly, and agreed to find the mouey
to send these men out. The result has heen
that a eonsiderable gquantily of gold has heen.
produced by them. All thiz has materially
helped to inercase the gold vield. But the
Leader of the Opposition will have it that
the priee of gold is wholly responsible for
the advancement of the mining industry. It
will be agreed that the work ihe Govern-
ment has done in rendering assisfanee in
every possible way haz lnrgely been re-
sponsible for the present position of the in-
dustry, and the increase in gald produetion.
T can say at this stage that had it not heen
for the expansion of the goldmining in-
dustry, to whieh the Government rendered
every possible assistanee. the State would
have been in a parlous condition. The in-
dugtry is emploving 12000 oy 13,000 addi-
tional men as compared with four or five
vears ago. It cannot he denied that that
has been to a large extent responsible
for the progress made by the State.
With regard to the agricultural industry,
—1 have no wish at this ~inge to detail
everything that hag heen done hy the Gov-
crnment—we have heen very svimpathetic in
our administration. What was dragging
most of the people engaged in the industry
towards bankruptey was the heavy burden
of deht they were carrving and from which
they saw no prospect of relicf. They could
see nothing before them except having fo
pay off their debts and heing left without
anvthing for themselves. By passing the
Agrienltural Bank Act, the Gavernment pro-
vided power to write down debts. The debis
have heen written off between the 1st April,
1933, andd the 30th June, 1938, a< follows:—

£
Agricultnra)l Bank .. 1,532,000
Soldier Settlement Scheme 803,000
Tndustries Assistance Board 1,157,000
Group Settlement 1,842,000
£5,354,000

Hon. . D. Ferguson: It was noi worth
cighteenpence.

The PREMIER: That is a very cheap
jibe.  The figures T have quoted give an

idea of the outlogk of the agrienltural in-
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dustry five or six years ago when that heavy
hurden of debt rested on the shoulders of
the farmers. Even when better times came
and better prices ruled, the load bheing eax-
ried was s0 enormous that it wonld have
heen impossible for those engaged in the in-
dustry to carry on without nassistance. That
was their outlook. The Government said,
“At least we will remove that depressedl
position by wiping out, or taking off, a con-
siderable portion of the burden under which
the farmers were suffering, and shift the
Joad from the industry to the people of the
State generallv.” That is what was done,
and it must be of great advantage to the
agricultural industry. No one could have
gone ont under those conditions unless some-
thing had been done. A sum of £35,000,000
has been written off the indebtedness of, say,
10,000 farmers, and spread among the
430,000 people of the State, which has to
find the interest and sinking fund on the
money expended until the debt is redeemed.

Mr. Doney: Despite your explanation,
vou never would have had the money.

The PREMIER : We need not have done
this if we had heen foolish, and had not
exercised a wize diseretion in doing what we
thonght was right in the interests of the
State. Had we not done what we did, the
industry would have been down and out. At
feast we have done something for which
those who are engaged in the agrieultural
industry are thankful.

Mr. Donex: It is largely
writing oft bad debts.

The PREMIER: People in the agricul-
tural industry would pay their debts if they
could, but in the future, in respeet to these
particular dehts, they will not have to pay.
With regard to the pastoral industry, we
have written off, under the amended Land
Act, £93,000 in rents. That iz not very much
perhaps, for people whose flocks have in
some cases dwindled from 50,000 to 5,000.
Collectively a sum of between £90,000 and
£100,000 has heen written off in land rents.
This may aot appear a large amount, hut
people do like to be helped when they are in
trouble. Assistance of this kind gives them
a better outlovk on life, and the will to zo
on under adverse conditions. These redue-
tions in rent have heen highly appreciated
by the pastoralists coneerned, and have been
of great benefit to them. They, too, as with
those engaged in the agrieultural indusiry,
are faced with a load of debt. If £100,000
less debt kaz to be faced, that is something

a matter of

whieh people will appreciate when starting
out again on production. Whilst the agri-
cultural industry was suffering from ihe
grasshopper and other pests, the Govern-
ment did not negleet the possibilities of help-
ing those concerned, although perhaps we
didl not Ao as much as some people wanted
us to do.

Mr, Warner: Not as much as might have
been done in the early stages.

The PREMIER: Bui more than might
have heen done by people who were not in
sympathy with the production of wealth.

The Minister for Works: And we did not
receive uch co-operation from eertain
quarters.

The PREMIER: I do not know what the
position is this year. It may be that if we
get further generous rains during the next
two or three weeks the grasshopper may not
be such a menace as it has been in the last
two or three years. If this menace does
recur, the Government will be anxious to
help those who may suffer as a result of it.
The Leader of the Oppesition referred to
the home price of wheat, This matter has
heen satisfactorily dealt with by the Com-
monwealth Government whenever anything
has heen done in this direction. That Gov-
ernment possesses all the neeessary power
to do so again. Unfortunately for the agri-
culturists of Australia, the Commonwealth
Government says it is politically inexpedient
to do this again. It was the only way sue
cessfully to tackle the position during the
last. two or three years, when the industry
was in a parlous condition. If the Common-
wealth Government will not undertnke to do
s0 again, it is possible that, with the co-
operation of the States, we, in this State,
may be able to do something in the matter.
We are prepared to co-operate in that re-
eard, The Minister for Lands will be going
to the Eastern States durving the next week
ot 50 to participate in a conference that will
deal with the subject.

Mr. Stubbs: Will he go to the eonference?

The PREMIER: Yes. 1f our production
of wheat this year is 40,000,000 bushels, o
bonus on wheat production of cven 1s. would
cost this State £2,000,000. TIf the price
eomes down at all, we may lhave to find more
than 1s. per bushel. Even at ls., this State
could not find the £2,000,000 involved, but
we can co-operate, and will he pleased to
co-operate, with the other Stafes in placing
this industry on a sound hasis. T hoped last
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vear, when the price rose, that there wonld
be no neeessity for this kind of thing, but
apparently there will be some necessity for
dealing with the matter. So far as this
State can assist, within the measure of its
capacity to do so, it is prepared to co-operate
and see whether sometling eannot be done
to assist the industry in its present parlous
condition. Another industry to which we
have rendered preat assistance is that eon-
nected with the export of fat lambs. Ex-
pert officers of the Agricultural Department
arc deveting all their time to advising the
people concerned as to the best type of
lambs for export, and the best method to
adopt to breed them. People cannet carry
on without money. The Government has
not heen averse to advancing money fo
those who desire to assist in carrying on
thig indnstry. The W.A. Meat Exports Co.
Ltd., received considerahle financial assist-
anec from the Government. Now that the
company has an opportunity profitably to
enter into the fat lamhb export industry the
company found itself unable to raise the
necessary finanee to provide the foll faeili-
tics.  The Government said, “You are doing a
national work which will assist in building
up the national inecome, and this will enable
everyone to share in the increased wealth
that will be produced.” The Government
had no hesitation in making available to the
company  concerned  another  £30,000,
although the company i< already indebted
to the Government to the extent of over
£100,000, representing eapital and arrears
of interest. It heeame necessavy to inerease
the facilities for handling fat lambs at
Alhany, so that those concerned might sune-
cessfully eope with the inereased trade that
it was angicipated would aceur this vear.
Again the Government did not hesitate fo
render finaneial assistance in that direetion.
We have made every possible effort to assist
industry generally along these lines. We
are always anxions to build up the national
income to assist in’ inereasing the export
trade which is so important to us. A few
months ago, aecording to the fruitgrowers,
their position was ahsolutely jeopardised
beeause of the outhreak of fruit-fly in this
State. Countries which had not that men-
ace to cope with would not deal with this
State in which the fruit-fiv was prevaleni.

Thev threatened to impose 2an em-
bargo. Our fruitgrowers, who had built

up this trade over a number of vears, were
(4]

almost demoralised in their outlook because
of this threatened embargo. The Govern-
ment realised what it would mean not only
to the growers but to the people of the
State generally, and had no hesitation in
acranging for the Minister for Agriculture,
with his expert knowledge, thoroughly to
diseuss the whole question from every
standpoint and supply all the information
as to what we could do to minimise any
possible infection from the fruit-fly. I
have not the full partieulars yet, but I
have sufficient information to be able to
say that the thrcatened embargo will not
be imposed, and that arrangements will be
made, by restrietions and preeauntions, so
that the trade, which has been built up
over so many years, and upon which so
many of our growaers are entirely depen-
dent, will be carried on successfully and
profitably in the future.

Myr. Stubbs: It is important that you
vourself should attend the conference.

The PREMIER : I am talking about what
has been done with regard to the export
of fruit to Ceylon, Malaya and Java. A
similar position with vespeet to our timber
trade in Ceylon has arisen. Becaunse of
certain circamstances and the prejudices fos-
tered by competing countries, the timber
from Western Australia was said in GCey-
jon not to be suitable for use there. We
ascertained what the position was, and it
did look very serious., It appeared that
we would get no more timber orders from
Ceylon. The Minister for Agriculture made
a preliminary investigation. He was as-
sisted by the Conservator of Torests, a very
efficient and good officer, who thoroughly
mnderstands his subject. He was able,
with the aid of another professional officer,
v, Gregson, to make investigations, and
completely to satisfy (he railway people of
Cevlon that our timber was all right, and
thoronghly serviceable. Because of the
action that was taken divectly by the Gov-
ernment to conscrve the interests of the
producers in this State, we obtained for
Western Australia an order for 100,000
sleepers from the Ceylon Goevernment, at a
time when it looked as if we had no hope
of receiving any order af all. The TLeader
of the Opposition twits us with not having
a poltey. Our poliey is to do all we can
to assist people in building up the national
income. The instanees I have quoted ¢onld
be multiplied ten-fold to show how we have
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conduced to the well-being and prosperity
of the State. We are also prepared to
assist people who are ready to spend their
own money in looking for oil in this State.
I think already over £100,000 of private
capital has been spent in Western Aus-
tralia in the search for oil. Those people
have now come to the end of their re-
sources, According to expert opinion they
have a fair prospect of suceess, which has
appealed to hoth the Commonwealth and
the State Governments. The area in ques-
tion has been reported upon by a world-
acknowledged anthority on eoil produection,
Dr. Wade, backed by our own Government
(ieologist, Mr. Forman. Having in view the
extreme importanee it would be to Wes-
tern Anustralia if oil In payable quantities
were discovered, we did not hesitate to
risk a little of the people’s money in the
endeavonr to establish the industry. The
diseovery of oil within our horders would
make a tremendous difference to the people
of the State. I do not know of anything
that wonld he of more importance to Aus-
tralia than the discovery of oil in payable
quantities. The Leader of the Opposition
complained that the Government had made
no rednction in the number of men engaged
on relief work. The poliey of the Govern-
ment to assist industry has certainly re-
duced to a minimum the number of men
who are relying upon the State. Because
of the loan works which have been earried
out in this State over the last 40 years we
have developed a class of people who spe-
cially undertake this kind of work. There
has grown up in our midst a number of
people who ecater for the public works re-
quirements of the State. They have served
so long at it that thiz has become their
mode of employment. We shall have to
continne giving them employment in the
oceupations they hkave been following
for a number of wvears, and in which
they have done so wmuch towards the
development of the State.  Their nom-
ber has been reduced considerably com-
pared with what it was some time ago,
but, at any rate, on the construetion of roads
alone we are employing nearly 2,000 men
and that is practically permanent employ-
ment. They will be employed on road con-
striuction work for at least 10 vears during
the currency of the agreement with the Com-
monwealth Government. Tt is quite possible
that the number of wmen engaged on that

work will inerease to about 3,000, and for
the next 10 years about that number will be
engaged on improving owr road system.

Those are some of the men who are being

employed on public works in this State. We
cannot put sach men hehind counters or into
clerieal jobs; they are particularly suitable
for work of the nature in which they nve
engaged, and so we employ them on work
that will he of the greatest advantage to the
State. What is of importanee, too, ig that
the number of men dependent on the Gov-
ernment for employment has been reducer
to about 6,500, whereas the number was
18,000 not so muany years ago, and at preseng
94 per cent. of them are receiving work in-
stead of 36 per ecnt. on Government relief
operations five or six years ago. Moreover,
the work they arve being given is on a vastly
more generous seale and each suceessive year
woe endeaveur to improve their conditions,
Those with three children or more now re-
ceive full-time work for the duration of the
job.

Mrs., Cardell-Oliver: Unfortunately, in
most instances those jobs do not last for a
long time,

The PREMIER: But some of them do
last for a long time. In some ecases these
people are practically given continuons eni-
plovment. Turning now to the question of
vouth employment, this problem has heen
tnekled cnergetically. It was exhaustively
cxamined by a Roval Commissioner and his
report has received the attention of the Gov-
ernment. Parliament will he asked to deal
with legislation relating to that aspeet of
cur industrial life. In answer to a question
that was asked in another place yesterday,
the Minister informed memhers of that
Chamber that over 500 boys had applied to
the Ewmployment Department sinee it took
over that phase of the work, and now only
25 of those remain to be placed. Particnlav
attention is constantly being given fo im-
proving technieal and manual training of all
deseriptions, as a means of preparing hoys
and girls for life voeations.

Something was said by the Leader of the
Opposition regarding cheap homes. I was
very pleased to receive his assurance that
he is in favour of such a policy, My oanly
hope is that he will be able to exert sufficient
influence on members of his party who may
oceupy seats in the Legislative Council, to
ensure that they will adept a much more
sympathetic view of legislation that we pro-
pose to submit to them than they displaved
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Iast year on the Lnan Bill and on other
legislation.  The hon. member referred to
workers’ homes in the metropolitan area and
in the ecountry districts respectively. The
tumber of those homes in country centres is
660, and in the motropolitan-suburban area
1,104. Building approvals during the last
two years totalled 41 in the country distriets
and 150 in the metropolitan-suburban areas.
On the goldfields the number of houses
already erected in Walgoorlie and Boulder
as the result of operations during the past
two years is 40, the number in course of
crection is five, while an additional eight
homes have reecived approval for the work
to proceed immediately. This makes a total
of 33 homes under the policy that was
initiated by the member for Boulder (Hon.
P. Collier} when Treasurer. That iz what
is actnally going on, but that dees not mean
that that iz all we would desire to do if more
finance were avaitable. Nevertheless, even
this effort has done muceh to relicve the posi-
tion on the fields. In country towns where
the security is considered satisfactory, the
Workers’” Homes Board gives every atten-
tion to applications received, and a propor-
tion of the money available 15 always allo-
ciated to country eentres. I may add that, in
arriving at deeisions regarding approvals,
people in receipt of low wages and having
two or three children dependent upon them,
receive preference over other applieants
better eircumstanced.

In the course of his speech, the Leader of
the Opposition referred to the position of the
Collie coal miners.

Mr. Sleeman: He did not know
about that,

The PREMIER: The whole position re-
garding that matter arose because of the con-
gestion of work in the Arbitration Court.
If the eourt could have dealt with the matter
in the first instance, it would have hecn
determined and finished. That would have
heen the end of it. Buf a board was ereated,
presided over by a responsible officer—the
resident magistrate for the distriet—and the
whole position was exhaustively econsidered.
The fwo parties concerned were represented
on the hoard. They all knew the finding of
the board. They expected that effect would
be given to that finding. In the eircum-
stances, it ean be quite imagined what erave
dissatisfaction must have arisen because of
the nen-observance of the finding of the
board. There was grave dissatisfaction. T

much

suppose every man engaged in the industry,
and the employers too, considered that when
the magistrate, who had presided over a
responsible hoard, had delivered the Gnding,
that decision would have been applied
throughout the industry. I was expeected
that the decision would have held good, hut
apparently it did not. When it became ob-
vious that there would be an industrial dis-
pute, with all its attendant losses and incon-
veniences, the Minister, as was his duty, exa-
mined the position exhaustively, including
the legal aspect.  That was his duty as a
Minister of the Crown. Everyone desires
that everything possible shall be dene to
avoid industrial disputes. In Western Aus-
tralia we have been singularly fortunate in
that we have not had any serious industrial
disputes of any magniinde for a considerable
time, and we eertainly do not want any, If
anyone in a responsible position ean prevent
o dispute arising, it ix his dutv to take
sueh steps as he can with that end in view.
He must do that in the interests of the com-
munity, in order to avoid the threatened in-
dustrin] upheaval. In consequence, the Min-
ister in charge of the situation examined the
whole matter in all its phases, including the
legal aspeet. Provision exists in Section 169
of the Industrial Arbitration Act for con-
ciliation cammissioners to be appointed, and
the appointment in this instance was legally
made. There can be no possible doubt about
the appointment by the Minister. That was
the heginning and end of the function of the
CGovernment. When this appointment was
made, and after the natural corollary in-
volved in another section of the Act fol-
lowed, in consequence of which an award
was made under canditions that were strietly
leeal in every way, the Government de-
cided to aecept and honour the busis of set-
tlement. Had the Government not heen
directly concerned, the whole conduct of the
indnstry would have heen carried on under
the terms of the finding of the Commissioner,
and there would have heen no necessity for
any action by anybody.

Mr. Seward: But the Arbitration Court
refused te ratify the finding of the Commis-
sioner. )

The PREMIER : But if the employers and
the employees get together and seitle their
differences of opinion, and agree to accept
the finding, there should be no necessity for
anything else to oceur.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: You know why the
employers accepted the finding. They passed
the charge on to the Government.

The PREMIER : That is not so.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Will you say they
did not know it would be passed on?

The PREAMIER: No, I do not say any-
thing of the kind. The Leader-of the Oppo-
sition wants to read the minds of the em-
ployers in the eoal mining industry. T do
not know what they thought, neither does
the hon. member.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I know they would
not have agreed to it had the cost not been
passed on to the (Government.

The PREMIER.: The hon. member has no
right to say that. He cannot have known
that, and does not know it now. No one has
any right to make an assertion as to what
other people may have thought.

The Minister for Employment: They knew
the decision of the Commissioner was just.

The PREMIER: Irrespective of whether
the decision was or wag not just, the matter
was legally carried out in accordance with
the law, and the Government was advised
by Mr. Walker, the highest legal authority
at the disposal of Ministers, and not by Mr.
Dunphy.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yon know you could
have settled the dispute without the Com-
missioner,

The PREMIER: You know that?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Youn have accepted
the additional cost. They had to bring the
Government in.

The PREMIER: That is another surmise
on the part of the hon. member.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, they had to
bring the Government in to shoulder the
additional cost.

The PREMIER: Another surmise! DBe-
cause the hon. member has come to a certain
conclusion, that does not mean that his com-
clusion is correct as regards the attitude of
others.

Mr. Seward: They interfered with the
award.

The PREMIER: They did not interfere
with the award. .

Myr. Seward: Of course they did.

The PREMIER: I will read the section
of the Act.

Mr. Seward: It is not a matter of what
is contained in the Aet.

The PREMIER: It is.

Mr. Seward: There are other considera-
tions.

The PREMIER: And there are other
things in the Aet, too. As everything had
heen carried out in a strietly legal manner
in accordance with the Aet, the Government
decided to abide by the terms of the award.
What else could be done? The Government
appointed the Commissioner under the pro-
visions of the Aet after legal adviee had
been taken, and the parties did everything
that was necessary under the Act. Would
we at that stage have been justified, when
the determination had been delivered, in re-
pudiating something that had been done by
the Government, the Commissioner and all
the parties to the dispute, all having acted
in good faith and, as everyone believed, in
a perfeetly legal manner? Up to the pre-
sent, no one has been able to say that the
appointment was not legally made. The
fact that it has sinee transpired that some
people consider that no steps, or else that
other steps might have been taken, does not
affect the position, and eapnot do so until
such time as the action taken is proved to
have been wrong. So¢ far as we know,
everything was done in a proper and legal
manner. While I am not going to enter
upon legal technicalities, I will point out
what Section 169 of the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Aet contains.

Hon. C. G. Latham: No one disputes the
right of the Government te appoint a eon-
ciliation ecommissioner.

The PREMIER: Someone has szaid that
the Government was net right in doing so.

Hon, C. G. Latham: No, not that it was
not right, but that the section should not
have been used for this purpose.

The Minister for Employment: The “West
Australian” said it was wrong.

The PREMIER: It was said that, not-
withstanding the statutory authority, we
should have ignored it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The “West Aus-
tralian” said you should not have appointed
a eoneciliation commissioner to override an
award of the Arbitration Court.

The PREMIER: Very well, let me read
Scetion 169, and then we shall see where we
stand. Subsection (1) reads:—

In this section the term ‘‘industrial dis-

pute’’ inelndes any threatened or impending
or probable industrial dispute.
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Then we find in Subsection (2) the follow-
ing:—

The Minister max appoint Commissioners
for the purpese of preventing or scttling any
industrial dispute, and notwithstanding that
any lockout or strike may exist,

TUnder that interprefation, even though
there should be a lock-out or a strike exist-
ing, we may avail ourselves of that provi-
sion. Strikes and lock-outs are illegal, yet
the Minister liaz anthority to appoint a
Commissioner, ¢ven though something illegal
has happened, something that has a detri-
mental effeet upon the industries of the
State. The scction gives the Minister
authority to appoint, and that is all that has
been done,

My, Seward: Oh, no!

The PREMIER: Wait a moment,

Mr. Hegney: The Premier is not reading
the leading article.

The PREMIER: I am not deating with
the leading article.

Mr. Marshall: The misleading article.

The PREMIER : Subsection 12 of Section
169 provides that the Minister may appoint
once commissioner. That is all the Minister
did and that is all he counld do. XNow let
me refer to Seetion 170. This is what the
Act says the commissioner may do and this
is what was done:—

Where a conferenee has been held wnder
Section 168 or 169 of this Act and an agree-
ment as to the whole or part of the maiters
in digpute is not reached, but all parties to
the dispute consent in writing to the dispute
or the matters in difference being heard and
determined by the President or the commis-
sioners, as the case may be, the President or
the commissioners shall have all the jurisdie-
tion and pewers of the court to hear and
determine the dispute, and the award of the
President or commissioners shall have the
effect of an award of the court.

That is what the Act provides.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It does not say that
a commissioner may interfere with an award
made by the eourt.

The PREMIER: It says exactly what I
have stated, namely that parties to an induns-
trial dispute must consent in writing to the
dispute being so determined. All that was
done, and the Act provides that when the
parties have complied with those eonditions,
the finding of the commissioner shall have
the effect of an award.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T shall quote another
section for vour information.

The PREMIER: I do not want any other
section.
Hon, C. G. Latham: Of course not.

The PREMIER: I am concerned about’
the legality and the right to do what has
heen done. It was our duty to take action
in this way, Ve acted on the advice of
the highest legal authority in the Govern-
ment serviee, namely, the Solicitor General,
His advice was implieitly followed in all
things.

The Minister for Mines: It is a matter
of two authorities disagreeing.

The PREMIER: Some people consider
that those sections should not be in the
Aet, or, being in the Aect, should be ig-
nored. We do not pass legislation merely
to have it treated in that manner. The
authority is provided in the Aet and is
intended to be exercised when -eircum-
stanees arise necessitating its being used.
Probably everybody would prefer that there
should bhe no congestion of the business,
but that the court shonld be able to deal
with everything. That, however, is im-
possible.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The court had just
dealt with the matter.

The PREMIER: The court had made an
award on eertain infermation, but had not
dealt with the matter. YWe have an Aet of
Parliament which empowers and, I think,
implies that in certain ecirecumstances the

Minister shall undertake the responsi-
bility for doing ceriain things. That is
what happened on this occasion. As I re-

marked, some people would prefer that
those sections were not in the Aet or would
ignore them, but those sections have been
provided to be used, and they were used,
very successfully, T consider, in the inter-
ests of Lhe people of the State.

The Leader of the Opposition implied
that action had been taken on the advice
reccived from the newly appointed Crown
Solicitor. That was not so. The Govern-
ment consulted its senior legal adviser and
his advice was implicitly followed. While
dealing with this subject, the Leader of the
Opposition voiced eriticism of the appoint-
ment of Mr. Dunphy, because he had had
some association with the Labour move-
ment. As I said by way of interjeetion
when the statement was made, the Govern-
ment does not consider participation in
civie or political affairs to be a bar to
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appointment in the Public Service. If a
man possesses the necessary qualifications,
as does Mr. Dunphy, this Government will
give him all possible consideration, irre-
spective of what his political views may
be. We do not subscribe to the opinion
held by zome people that becauze a person
holds political views somewhat similar to
those of the Government, there should be
an absolute embargo against his attaining
any olfice under the Crown.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That was not the
reason for my objecting. I objected to his
going to the Trades Hall and making that
specch.

The PREMIER: T am not stating that
the hon. member voiced that view; T said
sowie people seemed to think that way,
Some people really do believe that when
the Labour Party is in power, it iz a sin
of commission if a person associated with
the Labour iovement is appointed to a
position under the Crown.

The Minister for Tands: One lion. gentle-
man was an Agrieultwal Bank inspector.

Hon. . G. Latham: And vou did your
best to prevent him from standing, just
as yon attempted to prevent a member of
this Hounse from voting on one occasion.

The PREMIER: I do not want to dis-
cuss the merits of past actions or to dis-
cuss appointments considered to have been
made because of the politieal opinions of
the appointees. This (fovernment does not
stand for prefercnce to or victimisation of
anybody simply on the ground of his poli-
tical views. Mvr. Tunphy is qualified for
the position. The Govermuent took steps
to acquanint itself thorvoughly of his qualiki-
eations; information was secured from men
holding high and rtesponsible legal posi-
tions. Fven though we may be eriticised
for our attitude, we are not going to debar
people who may have some assoeiation with
the Labour movement from appeintment lo
positions under the Crown. provided they
have the rvequisite qualifications. I do not
infer that we shall debar anyone else from
seeuring such positions, but we shall cer-
tainly not debar anyone becaunse he may
have had some association with the Labour
movement. Some people wonld say, ‘‘Oh,
it was a political appointment,”’ as if to
infer that a man holding Labour views
could not possess professional ability.
There appears to he an accented belinf
that because certain people can afford to

educate their children for thelegal profession
—people holding views pelitically opposed
to those of the Government—such positions
should be reserved for them only. We do
noet accept that view and never will aceept
it.

The Minister for Works: It should not be
a disqualification. One man was mnde a
judge of the High Court,

The PREMIER: Yes, and 1 think that
was done in the same way ns we have acted
in this instance.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But he did not say
where he stood politieally and what he would
do in future.

The Minister for Works: We do not ab-
ject to that.

The PREMIER: A few other matters
dealt with by the Leader of the Opposition
last evening eall for comment. The Leader
of the Opposition said it had heen sugzested
in some guarters that encouragement shonld
be given to a new migration poliey. That
might be the point of view of the Federal
Government, but this Government emphatie-
ally declines to adopt it. We are entirely un-
favourable to a resumption of immigration,
except to continue the policy that has been
operating over the vears, namely, the migra-
tion of children under the auspices of insti-
tutions such as the Fairbridge Farm, which
institutions are prepared to look after them.
We will not assist people to come heve from
other countries at the expense of this State
to engage in activities in the State, prohably
to the detriment of onr own people for
whom we wish to find employment. To do
otherwise would net be sound poliey. Our
object, as I have stated previously, is to
make this State prosperons, to vaise the
standard, socially, industrially, and in every
other way, so that, as in the nineties, thou-
sands of people will desive to come to West-
ern Australia.  That is what we want to do;
that is all we are going to do. If, as a re-
sult of sueh aetion, we can make the State
prosperous sa that people will eome of
their own free will, they will he weleome,
hut we shall not bring people here at the
exnense of the State.

The Leader of the Opposition voiced eriti-
cism of some of the regulations under the
Native Administration Aect.  The regula-
tions have to he tabled &nd thus an oppor-
tunity will be afforded to disenss them.
Evervhody recogmises that the administra-
tion of mnative affairs is a verv difficult mat-
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ter. Two or three years ago the Government
had the courage to present to Parliament an
amendment of the Aborigines Act, as it was
then known. Whatever has since been done
as a matter of policy has been done under
the powers conferred hy the Aet. The mea-
sure was thoroughly dehated and approved
by both Iouses of Parliament. Possibly,
under the administration, some regulation
will work out differently from what was ex-
pected, but some of the eriticism that has
been indulged in during the last two or three
weeks would be reecognised as being ill-
founded if the whole of the eircumstances
were known. Information along those lines
will be given to the House in the near future.
I =ay, however, that we did at least propose
legislation on this very difficult subject, and
that the measure was approved after a de-
hate that extended over weeks. Although
the law might econtain some defeet. the ve-
viged lesislation certainly has led to an im-
provement in the eondition of the natives.

The Leader of the Opposition said that
in giving the Civil Service the five-day week,
the Government had offered something for
which the serviece never asked, something
whieh was only an election bait, and some-
thing for which the public would have to
pay. The hon member was quite wrong on
every count. The Civil Service Association
and the Railway Officers’ TUnion eombined in
a deputation two or three months ago asking
for the five-day week, and the Public Serviee
Commissioner has recommended it in his
annual report. Sufficient staff will be kept
on oty to cope with public requirements.
As fo extra cost, there will be none. Offi-
cers will work the same hours as hefore,
spread over five days instead of six davs.
T helieve that more work will be done under
the new spread of hours than was done be-
fore. The system eannot be a had one from
the point of view of private emplovers when
so many organisations are adopting it.

Member: What about the Federal Gov-
ernment ?

The PREMIER : The Governments of the
Commonwealth, New Sounth Wales and Tas-
mania have alveady adopted it. T do not
know that the granting of the five-dav week
can he recarded as a hait to the electors.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is strange that this
is the one time that it should have heen put
up. You could have proposed it at anv time
in the last five years. There was just as
much necessity for it five vears ago.

The PREMIER: No, not at all.

Mr. Cross: Is the Leader of the Opposi-
tion opposed to the granting of the five-day
week?

Hon. C. G. Latham: They ought to be
working the same hours with the Saturday
morning off as they are working now, if you
want to know what I think about it.

The PREMIER: Not many Government
employeces are working a 48-hour week.
Private employers such as the cil companies
and insuranee companies and many legal
offices do very little work indeed on Satur-
day morning.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But they have their
staffs there on Saturday morning.

The PREMIER ; Not the whole staff. The
Shell Company and the Vaeanm 0Oil Com-
pany have very small staffs in attendance on
Satarday morning.

Hon, €. G. Latham: I do not know any-
thing about that; I do not visit those places:

The PREMIER : The system is established"
in New South Wales and Tasmania. T re-
prat that it is already cstablished in many
private businesses in Western Australia,

Hon. C. G. Latham: I say those men
should have the same hours working the fve-
day week as they have now.

The PREMIER: It is no use to start that
bidding. The hon. member interjecting ean:
promise all sorts of things for the next clee-
tion, beecause he knows he will not he able
to eavry them out.

Hon. C. G Latham: We will do something,

The PREMIER: We on this side are not
zoing to do a lot of promising.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You started carly
enough. .

The PREMIER: Let me give the House
some information as to what the chairmman of
the Public Service Board of New South
Wales has said on this subjeet—

An exhaustive searel and carefal examina-
tton of the reperts was made fo ascertain if
the records would supply sufficient data to
cnable me to give you comparative figures
indicating the vesult of the change. This has
taken eonsiderable time, but unfortunately
there is insufficient wmaterial npon swhich to
base any mathematical conclusion, although
the renorts elearly indicate that the five-day
working week tends to greater efficiency, as
well as having a beneficial coffect from a re-
euperative point of wview. Tn other depart-
ments the adoption of the five-day week has
resnlted in a reduetion of overtime.

Officers too are more contented by teason of
the elimination of Raturday morning work,
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No statistivs are available to indicate the
effeet on sick leave of officers, but, in the
bourd s opinion—

This is what the chairman of the Public
Service Board of New South Wales has said.

—the recuperative benefits resnlting from
the allowance of twe full days free from duty
at the end of each week tend towards greater
efficiency and an inereased output, as well as
inciuding the general well-being of officers.
A letter from the Public Service Office of
Tasmania states—

The officers of the legal profession in
Hobart have adopted recently the five-day
week, mil solicitors’ offices are closed on
Saturday mornings. The five-day week also
applies to husiness places and shops in the
city, except places such as eafe9; but plares
such a8 butehers’ shops are not exempted,
and are clozed also. So far as the cloging of
Government offices on Saturday mornings is
concerned, no complaint has cmanated frowm
the public or from any direetion,

If the system were disadvantageous to the
publie, surcly someone would have com-
plained.

Mr. Cross: The Federal offices close on
Saturday morning.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We on this side go
further, and say that the offices should, un-
der that system, work only the same daily
hours as they work now.

The PREMIER : The Leader of the Oppo-
sition last night suggested getting into an
auetion at which he on hehalf of the Oppo-
sition and I on behalf of the Government
could bid for public support by promising
many things. I do not think this party has
made extravagant promises. I do mot want
to talk ahout “Work for all” or that kind
of thing. The responsible leaders of this
party have never made any such promises.
We have continued to do what we consider
best in the interests of the people, giving
effcet to our policy as cireumstances permit.
Our policy ineludes many things which we
desire to do, but circumstances are not
always favourable. We cannol always do
such things at once. However, as cireum-
stances permit we will earry out our policy
and do what is right in the interests of the
people of the State. We will not make
extravagant promises. 1f we had wanted to
use this arrangement as an election hait we
would have said, “Retuwrn the pl:eseni; Gov-
ernment and you will get the five-day week.”
That would be a bait. But we say, “We he-

lieve in this, and ave prepared to do it now.”
The same remark applies to superannuation.

Mr. Patriek: You expeet your reward,

Mon. C. G. Latham: You are out secking
the reward now, or you will be early next
year.

The PREMIER: Cannot we merely say
thai this is a matter of industrial justice
which should be brought in whenever cireum-
stanees permit? Cireumstances have worked
out so that it can be done, and thercfore it
has been done. The new arrangement does
not apply ouly fo the administrative staff.
A lot of ling repairers and others have had
the arrangement for ten years. Is there
anything wrong in the prineiple?

Hon. C. G. Latham: We do not say there
is anything wrong. We say vou might as
well make the c¢hange worth while by not im-
posing additional time on the five days.

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
mean le promise that in the improbable
event of his heing returned to power he will
reduce the hours of the service? Is that the
bid he is making for support—that he will
reduce the hours of the Public Service? We
are not going to do that. We are going to
stick to the arrangement of the five-day week
with additional time to be worked. If the
hon. member wants to buy the electors by
making promises, he ean have those tacties
on his own. I tell the members of the
Publie Service now that they are not going
to get what the hon. member suggests.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But all they bave to
do is to ereate a dispute and get a commis-
sioner from the Minister for Labour!

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position bemoans the faet that the Arbitra-
tion Court’s action in raising the standard
of living has increased costs a little.

Hon. (. G. Latham: I never said any-
thing of the sort. After 14 years the Presi.
dent of the Arbitration Court has just
adopted a new formula. T do not say
whether it is right or is wrong.

The PREMIER; We decline to adopt the
sugeestion of the Leader of the Opposition
that we should not do anything for anyhody
beeause in eight or nine months' time there
may he a genceral election. Anything that
we think will benefit the people of the State
we will de now; or as soon as we possibly
ean,

Hon, C. G. Latham: You do it at a very
convenient time.

The PREMIER: Wo are not going to
wait until after an election, nor are we go-
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ing to promise something hefore an clection
and then not carry it out. If we think a
thing is right, we will do it now, if we can.
As regards any little Lthing that may be of
benefit to the people of the State, we are not
going to say, “This is not the time to do it,
heeanse some persons will say we are elee-
tioneering.” We are justified in believing
that we shall be in charge of the government
of Western Aunstralin for another four or
five years.

Hon, C. @. Latham: You are not justified.

The PREMIER: Yes. Should the Gov-
ernment say, “There may be an election in
four or Ave months’ time, and s0 we will not
de anvthing until we sce whether we get
through that election”? If a thing is right
for the people of the State, we will do it
irrespective of whether theve is going to he
an cleetion,

Tlon. C. (. Latham: You know that
£100,000 that was promised to the farmms.
Will you place it on the Estimates?

The PREMIER : Now I think we are met-
ting out of order. I do not wish to take
up more time. TIn conelusion let me sny that
while, naturally, everyone is not satisfed
with what the Government has done, we do
not atree with tha Leader of the Opposition
in taking that doleful outlook to whieh T
have referred.  Most people will agree that
steadv and solid progress has been made by
the State during the present Government's
term of office. That has been particularly
evident during the iast four or five years.
The Government intends to pursue its policy,
feeling perfectly confident that the State
will maintain the progress which has hoen
so apparent during the past two or three
vears, and that we shall eontinne to he in
charge of the affaivs of Western Australia
heeanse during our term of office sueh solid
and sound progress has heen achieved.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [6.13]): T desive
in the st place to offer my eongratulatinns
to vou, Mr. Bpeaker, on yvour clevation to a
very high office. T feel sure, Sir, that vou
will faithfully earry out all its duties, fol-
lowing the example of vonr illustrious proe-
decessors in holding the seales of justice
evenly hotween all members of this Legis-
lative Assembly. I desire also to offer my
congratulations fo the member for Hannans
(JMr. Leahy) on his very able maiden speech
here—a specch which promises that we shall
hear more of him during the remainder of
this Parlimment. T wish to express myv ro-

eret that the member for Nedlands (Hon, N,
Keenan) has found that the physieal dis-
ability from which he suffers contpels him
to relinquizh the leadership of the party on
my right, the National Party. At the snme
time [ offey my congratulations ta the mem-
her for West Perth (Mr, Mclonald) on his
elevation to the responsible position of
leader of that party. From what we know
of that hon. member 1 fee] sure that he will,
while leader, carry out the duties of the
position with the same courtesy and the
same spirit of fair play that have charaeter-
ised him as a private member of the
Chamber.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 fo 7.30 p.m.

Mr. NEEDIIAM: At the tea suspension
I had offered my congratulations to you,
Mr. Speaker, on your aceession to vour high
office and to the member for Hannans {3,
Lealiy) who had moved the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, as well ns
to the member for West Perth (Mr.
MeDonald) on his attaining the leadership
of the National Party. In ordinary cireum-
stanees T would have offered my congratula-~
fions to the Leader of the Opposition (Hon.
C. G. Latham) on his specch on the
Addvess-in-reply, hut on this oecension I
cahnot de so heenuse he was far from being
his wsual happy self when addressing him-
gelf to his subject yesterday, TParticularly
was he very mueh away from his usunal self
when dealing with industrial matters. e
showed that he was entirely ignorant in that
respect so far as such problems are deter-
mined in the Arbitration Couart. _ The
farther he went in pursuing that line of
argument, the more he displayed his ignor-
ance of the subjeet he was dealing with, In
the first place he complained about the
appointment of Mr. Wolff, K.C., to his
position as a puisne judge of the Supreme
Court. He then went on to connect that aet
of the Government with the Arbitration
Court and in the course of his remarks
stated that there had heen no congestion in
that particular eounrt.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I did not. I said
there was no congestion in the ordinary
courts, not the Arbitration Court,

Mr, NEEDHAM: T do not want to mis-
represent what the hon, member said, hut I
understood him te say there had been no
eongestion in  the Arbitration Court and
that there had heen no need to appoint Mr.
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Justice Wolff as Deputy President of the
Arbitration Court. If the Leader of the
Opposition had paid any attention at all to
Arbitration Court matters, he must have
realised that there has heen considerahle
congestion in the work of the Arbitration
Court.

Hon, C. G. Latham: You can go shead
with that subjeet as long as you like, but I
did not say if.’

Mr. NEEDHAM: Well, I tell the hon.
member there is, and has heen, congestion.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I did not say there
was not.

Mr. Styants: That was the impression you
gave us.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is not my fault.

WMr. Styants: You could not help it?

" Hon. C. G. Latham: T could not make it
clear to you!

Mr. NEEDHAM: I understood the hon.
member to make that remark, and, at any
rate, many members who were listening to
him gained the impression that he said there
was no congestion regarding the work of the
Arbitration Court.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Well, he did not
say there was.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I think the Leader of
ithe Opposilion has thought better of what
he said and is now under the impression
that he did not say it.

Mr. Cross: But that is what he did say.

Mz, Patrick: No, he did not.

Mr. NEEDHAM: From the time Mr.
President Dwyer returned from his 12
months' holiday, there was a considerable
easing up of the position. That was quite
natural. Then in addition to Mr. Justice
Wolfi being appointed as Deputy Presi-
dent of the court, industrial boards were
<created and they also relieved the conges-
tion that undoubtedly did exist. I merely
‘wish to clear the mind of the Leader of the
Opposition regarding a state of affairs that
unquestionably did exist. There were many
fense moments in industrial eircles during
that period. Union secretaries experienced
congiderable difficulty in their efforts to pre-
serve industrial peace because many organ-
isafions had been waiting for months
10 have their applications dealt with hy the
Axbitration Court. That there has not heen
trouble is due to the patience of the men
who were waiting for their awards from the
court and also to the ability of their leaders
1o pacify them hecanse of the long delays.

The Leader of the Opposition eomplained
of the appointment of Mr. Dunphy to the
position of Crown Solicitor and he sug-
gested that the Government had acted wrong-
fully in making that appointment. In order
to justify his complaint, he referred to the
speech made by Mr. Dunphy at the Trades
Hall. It requires an extraordiunary streteh of
imagination to arrive at the conclusion 'he
indicated respecting the words he quoted
from the speech delivered by Mr. Dunphy.
There can be no doubt about Mr. Dunphy's
ability or efficicney and no one need be
afraid regarding the attitude he will adopt
in carrying out his duties as Crown Soliei-
tor. The whole intention of the Leader of
the Opposition was to infer that the Gov-
erninent had made a political appointment.
Mr. Dunphy had taken part in politieal
matters and because he had done that—so
the hon. member inferred—he had been ap-
pointed to the position of Crown Solicitor.
One would have thought from the hon. mem-
ber's speech that no one who held strong
political views on either side had ever heen
appeinted to & high position, judicial or
otherwise.

Hen. C. G. Latham: I did not say any-
thing of the sort.

Mr. NEEDHAM : Then what did the hon.
member say?

Hon. C. G. Latham: You should have
heen here.

Mr. NEEDHAM : Of course it is not alto-
gether what the hon, member said.

Hon. €. G. Latham: But what I ought to
have said.

Mr. NEEDHAM : No, what the hon, mem-
her did say. The inference surely is there.
We can remember that there was an Attor-
ney General who was promoted to the posi-
tion of President of the Arbitration Court
in this State, and in the Xederal avena
Senator Drake-Brockman who had held the
position of Government Whip was placed
on the Federal Arbitration Court henech.
No man—not even the Leader of the Oppeo-
gition—could deny that those two gentlemen
were striet partisans; but I do not know that
cither of them, sinece he has been appointed
to his present position, has done anything
other than hold the seales of justice evenly.
In the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech, mention is
made of a proposed amalgamation of the in-
come and finaneial emergency taxes. I had
hoped that so far as the finaneial emergency
tax was concerned, some relief would have
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been obtained from that particular impost at
least as from the end of this calendar year, in
the interregnum between the 1st January and
the 30th June, 1939 ; becaunse there is no doubs
that the economic eonditions have improved
and that the state of emergency that led to
the imposition of the tax does not now exist
to the same extent as in 1931, T realisc that
the Government of the day has =till to pro-
vide for a large number of men. It is incum-
bent upen the Government to make provision
to keep at least 6,500 men in employment,
and 1 realise that there is a vast difference in
the position that obtains to-day and that
which existed prior to the depression. In the
wears previous to the depression, whenever
there was any Governmental work, the men
were employed on that work. When that
work was finished, thosc men had to find
other cmployment, but during recent years it
has been ineumbeht upon this Government—
and indeed upon the other Governments
thronghout Anstralia—to provide work for
the unemployed all the time.  Although I
said that economie conditions had consider-
ably improved, I realise that the Government
must still provide work for these men. But
even though I recognise that fact, the im-
proved economic ¢onditions should have war-
ranted, and I hope will be considered to war-
rant, a release from the cmergency taxation
at least from the beginning of January,
1939, and then we can hope for the other
benefits that would accrue from the amalga-
mation of the income and financial emer-
gency taxes as proposed in the Speech. Of
course, that rclief, when it does come at the
beginning of the next finanecial ycar, will nat-
urally embrace the man on the lower rung
of the income ladder and the income that is
being derived from taxation as it stands
to-day must necessarily eome from thosc
on the higher rungs of the wage orv sal-
ary ladder. In other wordy, the incidence of
that taxation will be altered.  The sooner
that relief is given to the lower-paid man,
the botter; because, after all, during the de-
pression years, the man on the lowest rale,
even under the system adopted by this Gov-
ernment has had te carry 2 load far heavier
than he should reasonably be expected to
bear.

I notice also that the Government intends
to bring in a measure to provide superanno-
ation for Government employees. That is a
long-delayed measure, and one that T wel-

eome. It is a much-needed reform. I would
have been more pleased had ihe Government
been able to bring in a measure of super-
annnation to embrace all, but we must take
one step at a time, and the proposal to give
superannuation to Government employees is
well worth while. 1 suggest that when such
a measure becomes law, the Government
should give consideration to the decision of
this House regarding superannuation for
railway employces. So far the decision of
the House, following the report of the select
committee, has not been put into effect by
the Government. I know that negotiations
are not vet complete, and that information is
still awaited as to the actual number of men
coneerned ; but whatever the number of mem”
proved to be entitled to snperanuuation pay-
ments under the 1871 Aet, the responsibility
of the Government in that vegard will have
cased when the proposed mensure heeomes
law. I hope it will be possible for the Gov-
ernment to provide superannnation for those
men that have actnally retired hut have so
far not been recognised. Youth employment
was also mentioned in the Speech. That is a
question  of far-reaching importance. T
would say that it is one of the most serious
economic problems that have to be faced by
people responsible for the development of
this country. We have before us the report
of the Royal Commissioner on Youth Em-
ployment. I have not vet had a chanee to
read it all, beeause it is a voluminous doeu-
ment, but it does contain suggestions as to
how the Government muy grapple in a
practieal manner with this problem. The
legislation foreshadowed will, if enacted,
go a long way towards the solution of
this all-important problem, the establishment
of a council of industrial development, and
a change in the system of apprenticeship
being particularly helpful suggestions. One
feature of the report well worthy of atten-
tion s that coneerned with the unfortunate
position of those youths that, beeause of the
depression, did not have a chance to become
apprenticed.  The report points out, and
very rightly, too, that if those hoys who did
not have thalt chance during the depression
Years are given an opportunity to-day by an
alteration of the age of apprenticeship, the
hoys of to-day from 16 to 18 vears of age
who are seeking n similar opportunity will
be excluded. A provision of that nature
would be a two-cdged sword. A perusal of
the Royal Commissioner’s veport on Youth
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Employment will indieate that the guestion
has been handled hy the Commissioner in a
very capable manner, and I hope that the
Government will be able successfully to give
cffect 40 his suggestions,

Amendments to the Industrial Arhitration
Act are foreshadowed. I congratuiate the
Government on its decision to build a new
hospital for Perth. For some eonsiderable
time the aceommodation at the Perth Pub-
lie Hospital has proved to be inadeguate.
Considerable agitation has taken place in an
attempt to secure not only additional accom-
modation, but to provide a hospital for
Perth that would be modern in the full sense
of the term. Before the Government could
decide to inmeur the responsibility of ex-
pending a little over £750,000 on a hospital,
«every inquiry had to be made, and I am glad
to know the Government is now ready to
-commenee the work. Before long, I expect
‘to see a commencement made with the build-
ing itself.

I desire briefly to vefer to some matters
that are not mentioned in the Speech. I find
no reference to the 40-hour week. The time
has come when State and Commonwealth
Governments should get together with a view
to making a 40-hour week uniform through-
out Australia. I am fully aware of the
economic disadvantages that would ensue to
a single State if it established a 40-hour week
within its borders. It would be subjected
to ¢rushing eompetition from the neighbour-
ing States. New Zealand has, however, at
the expense of a very slight rise in the cost
of living, introduced a 40-hour week, and
New Zealand is our next-door neighbour. X
see no reason, therefore, why we cannot have
a 40-hour week in the Commonwealth., It

. would provewf great benefit to everyone. 1
hope the day is not far distant when the
Premiers of the States will, in eonference,
agree to introduce the 40-hour week info
each of the States, and thus set an cxample
to the Commonwealth Government. The
40-hour week was introduced into New Zea-
land without disturbing a balanced budget;
there was no question of a deficit.

Mr, Seward: What would he the ad-
vantage of the 40-hour weck?

Mr. NEEDHAM: The advantages are
apparcnt. The worker would enjoy more

leisure than he does to-day. Indusiry is
meehanised and, with the advent of the
machine, surely the human being should get
a little more rest from his labour. I

do not think anyone would suffer if
the 40-hour week were introduced, In-
dustry can afford it. All through the years,
when any reform has been attempted,
the ery has been, ‘‘Industry eannof afford
it.”" [ remember that as a boy 12 years
old I worked in a ecal mine for G0 hours
a week; and, wheu an attempt was made to
reduce the hours to 54 per week, the ery
was raised that industry eould not stand
it. Times have changed. Boys do not work
those hours in eoal mines to-day. The
same ery was raised when the hours of
labour in the shipyards in the 0ld Country
were reduced from 54 to 48 per week. Time
has proved that the industry did not suffer;
production reached higher levels by the
use of the improved machinery and the
mechanisation of the industry.

I now come to another matter not men-
tioned in the Speech, and, that is the fear
of war which is agitating the minds of our
people to-day. The normal life of every
perzon is being subordinated to the State
because of the State’s requirements in the
event of a conflict. Were it not for the
fear of war, perhaps we could enjov the
40-hour week and other soeial advantages.
This fear of war is ¢ramping economic ex-
pansion. Money that could and should be
spent on fighting sickness and preventing
disease, lessening life’s burdens and build-
ing up all that is good for man, is being

spent in preparation for the destrue-
tion of human life. I find that in
1937 wmuch more money was spent in

preparation for war than was spent in
1913 for the same purpose. When the
people ask for improvement in the social
services of the nation, they are met with
the threcadbare reply that money is not
available for that ohject. Money is not
available to provide for a shorfer working
week, inereased remuneration for labour,
pensions for widows and orphans and hetter
homes for toilers, or for greater comfort
in old age. But money is being used for
purposes other than the betterment of hu-
man life, its prolongation or enjoyment.
The toesin of war was sounded 24 years
ago and the manhood and youth of the
world responded to the call. I have looked
up some figures relating to that cataelysm
and they are astounding.  The Allies
called up 44,000,000 men, of whom nearly
20,000,000 were on the casualty list; nearly
one-half of the 44,000,000 men mobilised



[10 AvucusT, 1938.] 03

were casnalties. The Central Powers mobil-
i~ed over 22,000,000 men, of whom nearly
12,600,000 were on the ecasualty list. Alto-
gether, 66,000,000 men were mobilised, of
whom 32,000,000 were easnalties. Yet, 24
vears ago, that war was to end war,

What is happening to-day? Whilst we are
paving the cost of the cataelysm of pearly a
ynarter of a eentury agoe, the nations are still
arming, and vieing with one another as to
which will spend the most money in munitions
for the destrnetion of human life. To-day
there ave nearly 9,000,000 men under arms,
and in 1937 there was spent £3,000,000,000
in preparations for war, This sum is twice
the amount that was spent in armaments in
1936, three times that spent in 1932, and five
times the amount spent in 1913. The Divec-
tor of the International Labour Office, in a
recent report, suns up the position as fol-
lows :—

The whole national life and the activity of
every individual is being subordinated to the
requirements of the State in the event of
conflict. Every country which frels itself
menaced and insecure is perforee driven along
the same road. Tndividual freedom and
ceonomic expansion are more and more
eramped and distorted by the overriding
necessity of national prepareduess. In such
vircumstances, vast sums which might other-
wise have heen profitably devoted to fighting
siekness, to prolonging life, to swestening old
age, to adding a cubit to the knewladyge and
culture  of mankind, are diverted to the
destruction of what man has so painfully
acquired, or created by the sweaf of his brow
and to the exaltation of death by the perfee-
tion of every wmethod available for ex-
tinguishing human life with all the thorough-
ness and horror that science can devise.

Thai is a sweeping condemnation of our
vaunted civilisation.

My, Marshall: Our boasted christianity!

Mr. NEEDHAXM: It is a pitiful commen-
tary on the government of the nations. One
may ask what we cap do to prevent this
waste of money, from which there can be no
real production. Even if war does not take
place—God grant it may not—and we do
not have a repetition of the horrors of 24
years ago, there mmst be some repercussion
and some reaction that will end in disaster
as the result of the spending of all this
money. There is one way in which we might
reach sanity, and that is to prevent the pri-
vate manufacture of munitions of war, and
remove the incentive to profit for those who
make weapons of destruction. The private
manufacturer of munitions of war is a

potent factor in perpetuating the forces that
bring about war, with all its accompanying
cost. If we were to aholish the private
manufacture of arms and ammunition, we
would go a long way towards preserving the
peaee of the world, and we would have the
money at our disposal to make the lot of
the people happicr than it is to-day. I was
reading the other day of the profit made hy
private manufacturers of munitions of war,
The figures suggest that the profit has gone
up from 48 per cent. in 1914 to 213 per cent.
in 1938.

Mr. Doust: What about the conseription
of wealth?

Mr. NEEDHAM: That is a pertinent in-
terjection. At one time in my life I opposed
the conseription of manhood for war, and I
paid the penalty afterwards. If the ocea-
sion arose to-morrow I would take the same
stand as I took 24 vears age, against the
conseription of manhood for war. T made
this eendition at the time, and will do so
again, that if there is to he conseription of
manhood there must be conseription of
wealth.

My. Dboust: There would net be any war
then,

Mr. NEEDHAM: No. Tf there was con-
seription of wealth there would be no need
to conseript manhood.

Mr. Marshall: Tt is for wealth that coun-
tries war. Conseript it, and voun settle war.

Mr. NEEDHADM : In recent years we have
had another kind of internaticnal conflict,
Even if we do not bave a repetition of the
horrors of 1914 to 1918, in a military arena,
something we devoutly hope can be aveided,
we are likely to be involved in another kind
of international warfare, such as that which
had to be faced between 1930 and 1935, and
from which we have not yet fully recovered.
I refer to an economic war. That can be
just as deadly as a military war. When a
war is being waged there is plenty of money
about. There was any amount of money
available between 1914 and 1818, Since
1913, and even mnow, when it comes to
a question of Governments improving the
social lot of the people, we are told there
iz no money. If a military war started
to-morrow, any amount of money would be
fortheoming for it. Even without a world-
wide war, I think there will still be reactions
to the extraordinary expenditure of money
on munitions, etc, money which has
been spent without any prospect of a re-
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turn from it. What shall we do? In my
opinion both the State and Federal Govern-
ments should get together at once and devise
some plan of public works of a reproduetive
nature, so that in the event of what is termed
a reeession, we shall be able to set in motion
public works throughout all the States. I
refer to works that it would be worth while
carrying out. We would then not be com-
pelled to do what we have been deing since
1930, namely, spending money merely to
keep men in employment. We know the dif-
fienlties that have confronted the present
Government and the previous (tovernment,
and Governments throughout Australia.
They have been compelled under the present
monctary system to spend money to keep
men at work, irrespective of whether there
is any return or not from such work. That
is not an economic policy. Surely we must
have gnined some knowledge during our ex-
perience of the past six or seven years.

It is the duty of the State Governments to
get together at onee with the Commonwealth
Government to see whether plans eannot be
made ahead, so that when another depres
sion or recession comes we shall be able to
put those men into work of a profitable na-
ture, yielding some return for the money ex-
pended. No great length of time should be
permitted fo clapse before that is done.
Premiers’ Conferences are frequently held
about different things. 1 know our own
Premier says he bannot attend a confer-
ence called shortly. In my opinion, many
of these conferences are held about sub-
Jects less important than this one. I hope
that before long there will be a confer-
ence of all Australian Governments with a
view to arriving at some means of eoping
with a depression or recession fhat may
come along.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.12]: May
I begin, like other members, by congratu-
lating you, Mr. Speaker, on attaining your
high office. As a matter of fact, the hon.
member to whose duties vou sueceeded has
also achieved nction worthy of comment:
during the short time he has been a Minister,
he appears to have laid his hand on three-
quarters of a million pounds. The hon.
gentleman is a highly effective Minister to
have accomplished that. Before dealing
with one or two aspects of the Lient.-
Governor's Speech I wish at the outset to
vefer to a loeal matter in my distriet, Tt

relates to the Claremont State Sehool. There
is & real agitation in my clectorate regard-
ing the flooding of the main school-grounds.
The children are walking through deep water
there, and getting wet feet all day, and in
consequence pheumonian and chills, Tt is not
often that the Claremont clectorate nsks this
House for anything out of the ordinary. In
a ecase like this, the matter of keeping
school-grounds dvained and £t for use
should receive attention. That applies no
more in my distriet than anywhere else. T
wounld rather see less money spent on roads
than that any school should be in a condition
which involves deiriment to the health of
the children. )

As regards the general position in this
State, in my humble opinion 1938 is a red-
letter year in its history. The reason why
I say that is that during these 12 months
there has come over the economic viewpoint
of political parties and of onr leading news-
paper, ¥The West Australian,” a complete
change. It has been said definitely in our lead-
ing organ that the people of Great Britain,
including the big business men, are advocat-
ing the establishment in Australia, and the
expansion there, of seeondary industries. In
the past pressure was being exerted to extend
our primary industries, and to leave the see-
ondary industries as far as possible to Great
Britain. Now it appears that the people of
Great Britain have seen fit fo advocate a
complete change of front, to advocate the
cxpansion in this country of secondary in-
dustries without any detriment to them-
selves. The importance of the matter at this
stage is great, because concurrently with
that sitmation we have been informed and
advised for some years now that the sale of
our primary products can no longer be ex-
tended in the oversens market. That is to
say, we have come somewhere near the limit
of expansion for our primary exports, Qur
leading newspaper, “The West Australian,”
and also the Leader of the National Party,
Mr, MeDonald, have stressed that the time
has now come when we must look to build-
ing up the future of Western Australia by
expanding internally with our factories.
This is & most important phase of our
history, because recasoning previously went
wrong in the attempt to fill up our so-called
vacant spaces solely by extending our
primary industries. After all, with the great
efforts made by this country to date we have
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sueceeded in  settling only about 10,000
farmers on about 10,000 farms,

Hon. ¥. D. Ferguson: Where did you get
those figures?

Mr. NORTH: I am open to correction.

Hon. P. D). Ferguson: There are more
thun 10,000 wheatgrowers in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. NORTH: Those are the farmers I
refer to, beeanse other farmers are not ex-
tending much,

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Oh!

Mr. NORTH: It is the wheat-growing
farmer I am discussing.

Hon. PP, D. Ferguson: Ask the member
for Sussex (Mr, Willmott),

Mr, NORTH: Although they are not all
on the land now, I believe they will be back
very soon. IHowever, that is not the way to
settle this country. It is too paltry a way.
Suppose there were 50,000 farmers on our
lands; that is not a sofficient population for
the work it creates to fill this Western Aus-
tralia of ours. In Eastern Australia now
there are over 6,000,000 people, and we are
trying to defend this country from Sydney
and Melbourne. The day will come, if it has
not eome already, when it will be seen that
the method to adopt is to exploit the second-
ary industries throughout the continent,
including Western Australia, in order fo
provide the population necessary,

Mr. Doney: What about markets to ab-
sorh the production?

Mr. NORTH: The market will be the eat-
ing of our own products.

Mr. Doncy: We will not make any money
that way.

Mr. NORTH: I am indeed glad to find
there is some slight interest faken in this
weil-worn suggestion. T began my remarks
by saying that the people of Great Britain,
ineluding the leading business men of Great
Britain, have realised that we eannot hold
tlis country or develop it unless we extend
iie secondary industries and no longer ima-
eine our fatnre is to be secured by extending
the primary. Some of the best people in
this country have realised—as was shown in
AMr. MeDonald’s speech—that the way to im-
prove farming to-day is to improve the
existing settled areas and net go out into
new areas trying to make further extensions.
I have, however, to get back to my main
point. Diffieulty comes when we argue about,
say, the establishment of a hoot factory, or
some similar factory, in Western Australia,
because it is then assumed that we are trying

to produce for a market only of the existing
population. The flaw in the reasoning is
in the faet that it we bad all those indusiries
together that will have to be established to
stimulate our population now, we would be
bringing in net a few thousands bat
hundreds of thousands. Each particular in-
dostry added to the others creates a market
for itself. Not many more farmers are to
be found in either Victoria or New Bouth
Wales—if my information is correet—than
are to be found in Western Australia to-day.
But in Victoria and New South Wales are
to be found millions of hands not merely
supplying the farmers but also supplying
cach other. There i1s a very good
example of that sort of reasoning
in a work by Bernard Shaw. It sup-
ports, by analogy, the argument I am
trying to make. It describes a house in
Park Lane wherg there are two beneficiaries,
a man and his wife, and 353 servants.
Bernard Shaw shows that the 35 servants
are not waiting on-the eouple, but waiting
on each other. The couple gets only a very
small part of the service rendered. Simi-
larly with secondary industries. If we are
to fill Western Aunstralia with people, they
will net come to produce for the existing
murket. The assumption must be that they
create a market for all their own produce—
toots and clothes and all the other things to-
getner,  If we want a parallel, we have only
to iake the Eastern States to sec exactly
how the thing works ont. 1 may say on this
subjeet that it is about time we broadeast to
the world that the greatest iron depesits in
any onc State are to be found in Western
Anstralia to-day. We should also broadeast
the enormous deposits of coal there are in
Western Australia. T was glad, thercfore,
to see the member for Collie (dr. A. Wil.
son} ongce toorc reviving his long, hard-
fought battle over the vears for the Collie
power scheme. It may be worth while to
remind the Houze on this oceasion that many
vears ago when I, on hehalf of the people of
Claremont, was trying in a very small way
to assist the efforts of the member for Collie,
the question was asked aft that stage whether
it would be economically wise to change over
from the trucks of coal te a power wire
which would serve the metropolitan area and
the South-West. The reply was that a cer-
tain number of units would be required—
anvhow, nol more than a hundred million
annual consumption. At that time we were
told that it was necessary to reach the hun-
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dred million nnit mark. The years went by,
and we reached that hundred million unit
mark, and so onee again on behalf of the
people of Claremont, and in order to assist
the member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) in his
battle, I asked the question: “We
have veached the hundred million unit
consumption as specified as the stage
at which we should change over to
the Coilie power scheme, so what is the posi-
tion now?” The answer to that was: “Sinee
then there has been a change of poliey, and
we are now working with exteusions to the
Power House at East Perth, and we are
operating with pulverised eoal. That work
has to go on, no matter how many units are
consumed.” That is the position, and so the
fizht has to start all over again. In the cir-
cumsianees, 1 am indeed pleased to notice
that the subjeet of secondary industrics, and
partienlarly the Collie power scheme, is be-
ing revived, hecausce the whole subject has
to be looked at from a new angle. When in
the early days it was desired to increase the
population of the South-West, not merely
from the standpoint of growing produets but
from thai of secondary industries with the
aid of the power line, the projeet was then
turned down on its engineering demerits in
consequence of the adverse adviece of the
Government experts of the day.

Mr. Lambert: Are you opposed fo the
trolley bunses to Swanbourne?

Mr. NORTH: I thank the hon. member
for his interest in the subject, but for the
moment I eannot ling up the trolley bmses
with the subjeet I am disecussing, Neverthe-
less, I thank the hon member for his inter-
jection. I am sure he would not desire to
side-track me at this stage. Incidentally, we
have a new Speaker, and I warn my friend
from Yilgarn-Coolgardie that vyou, Sir,
may take action regarding interjections.
This is just a friendly warning. To return
to my subject: In the early days, the fight
for the extension of the power scheme with
the object of inereasing our population and
establishing industries in the State was op-
posed purely on its engineering phases.
Since then, a new situation has confronted
the world, which has foreced British business
inferesis to a realisation of the need for ex-
tensions in this direction. What with that
phase and the pressore in Europe from for-
eign countries, and the awkward and search-
ing questions as to why Australia is nof be-
ing seftled, the time is ripe for a renewal of

the probing of this problem. This House
will do well indeed if, as, aceording to the
Licat.-Governor’s Speech, it will he asked to
do during the ecourse of the session, it gives
attention to the establishment of a Bureau of
Induostry and Economic Research.

Hon. C. G. Latham: A niec-sounding
name!

My, NORTH : I trust the burean will have
a long and usefunl life. I weleome its estab-
lishment. Something of the sort has been
suggested in this House on several occasions,
and motions have been carried with such an
objeet in view. Then again, the Leader of
the National Party (Mr. MeDonald), in his
policy speech, has included & proposal to
launch an economic research movement
should his party be elected to power. If
that ceonomic research can be earried out,
and the power scheme to which I have refer-
red duly launched, it will be the beginning of
the end of our troubles,  Throughout the
world to-day cheap power is a gencral quest.
We have gradually extended the East Perth
Power House to meet the requirements of
housewives with their vacnum cleaners and
other requisites, together with the necessi-
ties of a few industries, but we have not gone
out of onr way to provide a power wire
through the ferritory of the South-West to
cnable us to establish settlements in all diree-
fions fhere. That is for the future, I tfrust
that with the establishment of the Rurean of
Industry and Economic Research we shall
see cxtremely powerful action taken in that
divection. Leaving that question, which is
one I have referred to on previous oceasions,
I shall proceed to deal with other matters.
I may say I do not desire to dwell at length
on matters I have deali with previously. In
faet, I wish to deal with them briefly, for
I have sympathy with other members be-
canse, like them, 1 have to listen to other
speeches.

Mr, Cross: What about dealing with the
trolley buses?

Mr. NORTH: No, not at thiz stage, be-
vond to say that they are doing very well,
and there are no complaints. There is a
very important question that may be dealt
with aptly following on my remarks ahout
the Bureau of Indusiry and Economic Re-
search. It is a very live question. T refer
to what are called “investigations” Last
session the Minister for Railways was not
extremely pleased when it was snggested
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there should be an investigation into the
affairs of his railways, He said we were
always asking for inquiries into this and
into that. As a mafter of fact, at this stage
of our history, when we are aimost smoth-
ered by science and inventions from day to
day, we should go in for more of these des-
pised inquiries. I remember that when I
was contesting my first election campaign

in 1924, I was talking in what was
somewhat of a dangerous spot in
the constitueney now represented by
the member for XNorth-East Fremantle.
I vrefer more particularly to the

North Fremantle end. A point was raised
and I was advocating a solution, and said
that if I were returned I would advocate the
appointment of a Royal! Commission. Un-
fortunately one of the hon. member's smart
boys very quickly remarked, “Is if not a fact
that the Government merely pigeon-hole
the recommendations of Royal Commis-
sions?” I was nof very experienced at the
time, and the question was rather difficult to
answer, put I find that to-day that self-same
gnestion still arises. Nevertheless, I say
that it will he necessary to have more and
more of those inquiries, despite what the
Minister for Railways said.

Mr. Hughes: T think he has been pun-
ished for that. :

Mr. NORTH: There is still this question
of pigeon-holing recommendations of Royal
Commissions. If any atiempts are made to
carry out such recommendations someone
squeals like a stuck pig. Every day we are
hearing of new problems arising, and who is
to try to solve them? We have a parallel
ease, and something to guide us, in the legai
system. I do not like to speak of that mat-
ter in front of my learned friend, the
Deputy Leader of the National Party (Hon.
N. Keenan), who, I find, is listening,
although I was hoping he was asleep, We
are aware that although judges are made
economically secure for life, and are pro-
vided with comparatively large salaries, and
althongh we have great respeet for their
judgment and their decisions, yet we are all
aware that, as a matter of legal practice, we
ean take the decisions of judges from court
to court, and even to the Privy Couneil, if
we have sufficient money, in order to chal-
lenge their decrees. In those cireumstances
we have three or four shots to fire at their
decisions before finality is reached. That
goes to prove that although we have the

greatest respect for the integrity and
opinions of our judges, we provide the

maechinery to demonstrate that they may he
wrong. We do not say they may be wrong
once, but that they may he wrong from time
to time.

Mr,
live!

Raphael: The poor lawyers must
Give them a c¢hance.

Mr. NORTH: Tt merely serves to show
that we realise the possibility of mistakes in
their judgments, despite the highly trained
and respected judges who hold such positions.
But in regard to the other inguiries, exam-
inations and Royal Commissions what hap-
pens?  The inguiry is set up, the finding
issned and members have the option either
of pigeon-holing it immediately or of in-
dulging in a good deal of squealing, from
witich, however, nothing results, and the
finding goes back te the pigeon-hole, If
we are to obtain results from these in-
quiries being condneted on every subject
under the sun—on wheat, banking, bread,
and in faet everything that ean be thought
of—we must provide a scheme whereby
appeals may be lodged against the findings
of Royal Commissions to a higher authority
and so on, until at last the offended party
is prepared to confess, ‘T have had my say,
and now am satisfied and will squeal no
more.”’ I consider that to be a very per-
tinent suggestion. We are living in an age
when every single human aectivity is be-
coming the objeet of searching inquiry.
We do not seem to know how to solve our
problems. It will be a hopeless position
if we arrange these inquiries and then,
before the investigation commences, people
declare that the Commission will be a
white-washing one, that the report will be
pigeon-holed, and that no action will be
taken. We should set up a scheme under
which the findings of such investigating
bodies may be reviewed by a higher autho-
rity that will allow for human frailty and
for mistakes in the findings as submitted
to this Chamber. T have suggested that
this is a red-letter year in the history of
the State in view of the faet that we are
poing to launch out with the official sup-
port of the ‘*West Australian’’ newspaper
and the different parties, except the Coun-
try Party, though I hope its members will
he with uvs.

Mr. Raphael:
Claremont.

And trolley buses for
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Mr. NORTH: I know the hon. member
means well, but 1 do not see the logic of
his remark. In view of the sitnation X
have outhned, it is going to be very neces-
sary to arrange for a better system of in-
vestigation, but that is not the only thing.
I1£ 1 thought that the political programmes
hefore this House provided the only solu-
tion for our modern problems, I would feel
very sorry indeed. But we here are in a
very happy position. The world has be-
come very small; one ean fly across it in
two or three days.

Mr. Hegney: It all depends where you
are.

Mr. NORTH: We are linked with other
wountries by telephone, and the result is that
we are now one hig human family, and the
FEnglish-speaking people have, almost hy
Divine Providence, through their different
clected bodies, devised a whole series of
attempts to solve our common problems.
Travel round the globe in imagination and
we shall find that in the various ILnghsh-
speaking eountries an extraordinary series
of differing experiments have been under-
taken. I would say that we in Australia
are the most orthodox and old-fashioned
people of the lot. We are the Tories of the
community. The Federal Government is
orthodox. I would not say that it is not dar-

ing. The present Ministry is thoroughly
orthodox. But let us go to New Zealand,

another English-speaking country, where
there is a Labour Government.

Mr. Sleeman: Do you call it orthodox?

Mr. NORTH: No, T was making a con-
trast. 1 suggest that the New Zealand
Government may make history. We do
not read wmuch about New Zealand in
our newspapers, but I believe that a lot
is happening there, right or wrong, that is
most interesting. Again in the United
Btates of America an extraordinary experi-
ment 15 being undertaken. Mr. Roosevelt
is spending thousands of millions of del-
lars. He is always getting inwo debt, and
the unemployed number 14,000,000. Tn
Great Britain, as I tried to show in a let-
ter I wrote during the recess—one of my
very few efforts—health is being put above
_economies, and the Minister for Health
has taken over the Ministry for Employ-
ment. The point I want to make is that I
have wearied members on other occasions
with all kinds of new-fangled notions of
which they did not eantirely approve, al-

though they were polite enough to give ine
a hearing. But I do not need to worry
them any more, becanse the people of Ans-
tralia, as a community, both in the
States and in  the Federal sphere,
clearly prefer to be comparatively
orthodox. They are more Tory than
are the people of Great Britain. They say,
““We do not want these experiments, but

we want to play our part as an
orthodox base from whieh experiments
may proeeed in various directions in

other countries. If they have to retrace
their steps in the future they will find that
Australia is as solid and old-fashioned as
ever.”

Mr. Hegney: You haven’t got as far as
Alberta,

AMr. NORTH: No, we haven't got that far
yet. The howr. member left me on the way,
but we went o long way around the world.
All the cxperiments that are being con-
ducted make the position extremely intevest-
ing. 1t would seem that English-speaking
peoples have taken the hit hetween their
teeth and said to themselves, “We are going
to prevent these politicians from squabbling
and each trying to beat the other fellow.
We are going, each in our own spheres, to
undertake a different cxperiment and see
which is the hest.” On one oecasion T ap-
preactied my leader, the member for West
Perth, and said to him, “Supposc one of
these  experiments  should  saeceed, how
would the National Party be placed? ~ Sup-
posae it was found that a certain experiment
had worked out suceessfully in some othor
country, could we apply it to Western Aus-
tralia®  Being a very cautious lawyer, he
replied, "Of eourse if it were tried and good
results were obtained over a sufficiently long
period to assure us that it was not just a
temporary phase, the National Party could
have no objection to adopting such a
scheme.”

Mr. Cross: They would steal it, as they
have stolen other things.

Mr. NORTH: Many ycars have passed
during whieh pelitical factions have been at
variance and each man has tried to beat the
other fellow. How many speeches during
this Address-in-reply debate will be de-
livered with malicious intent? How many
members will rise and make remarks with
their tongmes in their cheeks and with the
thought in their minds that they will make
the other fellow look sick? The world has
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ten brought to the present pass, not by men
who have waged war on each other, but by
the simple and huomble scientist and in-
ventor. Why should we not take a leaf out
of their book and adopt their scientific ap-
proach to our problems? They are the men
who adopt the method of direet experiment
and secure results by the system of trial and
error. \We have instances to-day across the
Atlantic Ocean of men trying to cross the
sea in machines of various types. Do you
find a man in charge of one type of machine
trying to smash the flying boat, or the four-
engined standard acroplane trying to smash
the modern Hindenburg gas balloon? No,
Sir; ecaeh one has a different system and is
fryving to achieve the same resnlt. Nohody
actually knows what each system is, yet oue
is not found throwing a spanner into the
works of the other's machine. My firm he-
lief is that, by some extraordinary oversee-
ing power, the electors of the varions coun-
tries have taken definite action to foree us,
whether we like it or not, to undertake a line
of aetion on a straight and continuons
course. I have proof of it. I ask members to
consider this fact, that almost invariably the
smune Governments are being retnrned to
power. The Lyons Government has been re-
turned three times, and so has, I think, the
Stevens Government. Our Government has
had two chances and may or may not get a
third. In other parts of the world there is
a different situation altogether. New Zea-
land is in a powerful position,

Member: Do not forget Quecnslaud.

Mr. NORTH: Is it therefore not up to
this Chamber, from now on, to give these
English-speaking peoples an opporiunity to
earry on as I have indicated? I do not feel
inclined, if T ever did, to queer someone’s
piteh. I eannot sec the sense of doing that.
If a bureau of economies and research is to
be established, why shonld it not be
given a fair trial? Let it get to
work and find out things. Let members
bear in mind that more extreme views are
being carried ont not merely in New Zea-
land, but in other conntries. The day may
come when we shall he the only Government
carrying on onder what is ealled lhe old-
fashioned system, that 1is, in relation to
Russia, Germany, and Italy, and those other
English-speaking countries to which 1 have
already referred to-night. I think we must
follow in the path of the scientist. He has

got us where we are. To-day let us vse his
methods to get ont of our troubles,

MR, LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[8.43}: T have listened to the member for
Claremont (Mr. XNorth) megaphoning his
usual message to the moon, huné without
making the slightest practical snggestion for
the solution of any of the problems with
which the State is faced.

Mr, North: Now is the chance for you to
de so.

Mr, LAMBERT: Yes. He spoke a
moment or two ago about the necessity for
encouraging the consumption of Collie coal.
He was, however, conspicnously silent abont
the utilisation of that coal for the extension
of the trolley bus service to Claremont and
Swanbourne.

Mr. North: In what way was I silent?

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member did
not give the slightest indication whether he
supported the Government in that policy,
and it would be rather informative to know
whether he subseribes to it or not. The
utilisation of greater quantities of eoal in
this State can be effected only hy a greater
consumption of electrical power; and the
time will come when this Government will
not only extend the trolley-bus routes to
Claremont and Swanbourne, about which the
hon. member had nothing whatever to say,
bui will run trolley buses throughout the
State for distances of 200 and 300 miles.

Mr. Cross: T think the people of South
Perth want a trolley-bus serviee.

Mr. LAMBERT: I desire to address the
House for a few minates only. I notice
that the Minister for Mines bas concluded
an arrangement with the Federal Govern-
ment for a geophysical and geclogical sur-
vey of Northern Australia. While such a
survey may be of advantage to the Com-
monwealth Government, I would suggest to
the Minister for Mines that he might have
such a survey made nearer home. Leaving
out of account the valuable minerals of this
State, it is absolutely impossible profitably
to mine the heavy minerals, particularly
those in Northern Australia. I regard this
as a national matter, probably of very great
importance, but at the same time it is not
of immediate concern to Western Australia.
I hope the Minister for Mines, who has re-
cently returned from the Eastern States,
will take this matter up again with the
Federal authorities in order to ascertain
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whether it is not possible for someone with
4 knowledge of the mineral wealth of this
State to indicate a more profitable ficld for
exploitation within the next few vears.
There may be great latent wealth in the
middle portion of Australia; but it is not
possible for a State like ours, with a small
population, and starving for technieal know-
ledge and geological direction, to spend ifs
money on exploits of that description. There
are portions of the State with which, no
doubt, the officers of the Mines Department
are convevsant, and which I could indicate
to the Minister, where money eould be spent
much more profitably than in the centre of
Australia, parvticularly in the manner in
which it is being spent to-day.

I would like to say a word or fwo about
child welfare. The municipalities and road
boards of Western Australia have built town
halis whieh they let to American picture
show companies. Our hoys, however, are
left to wander the streets. I think the time
has arrived when we should revise the Muni-
cipal Corporations Act and the Road Dis-
tricts Act by providing that these halls shall
be made available for the eduecational and
physieal training of boys. Young boys
should not be allowed to congregate
in the streets. Ban the cheap Yankee
picture shows and make the halls avail-
able for physical and voeatignal training.
If we spent an entire session on that prohlem
alone, it would be better than sending ima-
ginary messages to the moon, a practice in
whieh the wmember for Claremont (M.
North) so frecquently indulges. We set up
hoards to investigate this, that and the other
problem.  We know the problems. Of whag
use is it to delude ourselves by saying we do
not know the problems of Western Aus-
tralin? We are confronted by them every
day; they have been known to us from our
Loyhood. We have land problems, waler
supply problems, and many other problems
tusat conld bhe ecnumerated.

Mr. Hegney: Incinding financial problems.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. Those problems
are inecapable of solulion under our present
monetary system. We cannot solve them
without the aid of people possessing greater
courage and knowledge who will lend foree
to a commonsenSe policy. It is of no use
trying to make ourselves belicve that the
present economic system is the right one,
when it is definitely wrong. The Prime
Minister in Queensland yesterday said he

[ASSEMBLY.]

had no intention of calling up any of the
surplus wealth of the established trading
banks to fortify the financial position of
Australia. That would he foreign to his
present policy, although it was not foreign
to his policy at one time. He and many as-
sociated with him declare they eannot make
a departure from the orthodox, and the
orthodox is something he aceepted when he
left the party with which he could today
perhaps be mote uselully associated,

Mr. Seward: As a fact, he did not say
that at all.

Mr. LAMBERT : Those problems ean only
he solved in other eountries by one method.
1 will not indicate to-night what that methed
is heeause if I did the mamber for East
Perth (Mr, Fughes) would probably like to
join in the fun. We have many problems
of an outstanding nature in this State that
can only Dhe solved by the exercise
of common sense. The problem of util-
ising many of our base minerals deserves
cvery attention. Recenfly the DPremier
lodged a protest against the embarge upon
the cxportalion of iron ore from Western
Australia. That a country more closely
allicd with us did not see the commercial
possibilities of these great deposits is to be
regrotted, Had tbat been the case the pre-
sent position might not have arisen. It has
been a significant policy of the eonntry in
question ever since the dawn of its history,
and particularly siuce the advent of the
machine sze to get ils ore supplies from that
part of the world where it eould buy most
cheaply. That is one reason why Great
Britain s not buving the products of her
colonies ax she dri formerly. If she were
doing 3o to-day we¢ would be able, with onr
absorplive eapacity, to buy more of the pro-
cested or manufactured articles of Great
Britain than we are at present able to do.
So long as Great Britain pursues that
policy, which has been to our detriment for
mary yvears, .o long shall we have to pursue
ours.

1 hope the Minister for Mines will give
consideration in the way I have suggested to
the expenditure of the money that is being
laid out by the State and Commonwealth
Governments upon geophysical and geologi-
eal surveys. There are parts of Western
Australia that are erying out for a praectical
investigation of this kind. This may well
vesult in the expenditure of money by
eapable investors. Notwithstanding the be-
lief of the member for East Perth (Mr.
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Hugzhes) that manganese is of no use and
that someone has stolen money from the
Government for the exploitation of manga-
nese, ecrtain people are spending a quarter
of a million of money to open up the de-
posits, £o that the hon. member’s views hava
evidently proved no deterrent to them.
Many people on the Continent realise the
almost unlimited latent wealth this State
possesses, wealth that if developed would
make for the social and economic strength
not only of Western Australia, but of Aus-
tralia as a whole.

On motion by
journed.

Mr, Watts, debate ad-

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
Council’s Message.

Message from the Couneil received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees appointed by that House.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,5600,000,

Returned from  the Couneil without
amendment.

House adjourned at 8.58 p.m.

Legislative Assembly,
Thursday, 11th August, 1938.
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Queations : Educatlion, scholarships oﬂered to coln-
try chlldren .. 1
Llcensing Act, slx per cent. lev}- w101
Licenses Reduction Boeard w101
Publle Service, total of employees w101
Conning bridge - 102
Address-n-reply, fourth day o 102

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION.
Scholarships offered to couniry children.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Education: As to the 50 scholarships offered
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to country children—(a) from which schools
were the winners chosen? (b) which High
Schools did they elect to attend?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Edueation} replied: The
winners of the 50 scholarships on the recom-
mendations of district inspectors are taken
almost entirely from one-teacher ecountry
schools and they may cleet to attend any
Distriet High School in any part of the
State, or the Narrogin School of Agricul-
tore or Government Technieal School. A
statement setting out the information re-
quested will be laid on the Table of the
House,

QUESTION—LICENSING ACT.
Siz per cent, levy.

Mr. NORTH asked the Treasuver: What
amount was received by the Treasory from
the 6 per cent. levy on liquor purchased by
hotels for the year ended 30th June, 19389

The TREASURER replied: No separate
record is kept for hotels only, but an amount
of £44375 11s. 10d. was collected for the
year ended 30th June, 1938, for fees on
liguor purchases, covering the following
lieenuses :—Publican’s general, wayside house,
gallon, hotel, Australian wine, Australian
wine and heer, Australian wine hottle, rail-
way refreshment rooms, packet, spirit mer-
chants, brewers, temporary.

QUESTION—LICENSES REDUCTION
BOARD.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Justice: Wien was a hotel license last can-
celled by the Licenses Reduetion Board?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied :
31st December, 1930,

QUESTION—PUBLI(C SERVICE,
Total of Employees.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Premier:
What was the total numher of males and
females, of all ages, employed by the Gov-
ernment under the Publie Service Aect, 1904,
on 30th June, 19389

The PREMIER replied: Permanent staff
—1,580 (1,302 roales, 278 females); Tem-
porary staff—195 (150 males, 45 females),



